Eee, 


ne a MN yt 


7 vi heya 


ee nen hy Se eel 








ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE.’ 








Edited and published by B. Homans, at $5 a year, payable in advance. | 





Vou. II.—No. 16.] 


WASHINGTON, THURSDAY, APRIL 21, 1836. 


[ WHOLE No. 68. 





PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, 
IN RELATION TO THE ARMY, NAVY, &c. 


IN SENATE. 


Monpay, April 11, 1836. 

Mr. Davis presented the memorial of sundry pilots and 
masters of vessels lying at New Castle, Delaware, praying 
for an appropriation for the improvement of that - OF ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. Davis presented the petition of Leonard Stockton 
and others, representing themselves to be privates in the 
fourth regiment of United States artillery, praying that a 
provision may be made by law for the appointment of a 
chaplain to said regiment; referred to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs. 

Mr. Linn submitted the following resolution, which lies 
on the table one day : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested 
tosend to the Senate all the information in his possession 
relating to the Dry Tortugas ; also his opinion of its fitness 
as a naval station to protect and defend our commerce pas- 
sing the peninsula of East Florida. 

Tvespay, April 12. 

Mr. SouvtHarp, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
—— a bill to organize the navy of the United States; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Wepwnespay, April 13. 

Mr. Bucwanan presented the memorial of a number of 
merchants, traders and others, of the city of Philadelphia, 
praying for an appropriation to erect piers to protect ves- 
sels in the river Delaware against the ice, and for the re- 
moval of the bar opposite Fort Mifflin, placed there during 
the revolutionary war; and also praying for an appropria- 
tion for the erection of light-houses at such points on the 
river as may be necessary ; also a similar memorial signed 
by the Presidents of all the marine insurance companies of 
said city ; referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. Wensrer presented the petition of certain inhabi- 
tants of Duxbury and Plymouth, Massachusetts, praying 
for an appropriation for the improvement of the harbor of 
these towns ; referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Tuurspay, April 14. 

The following bills from the House were severally read 
twice and referred to the appropriate committees : 

A resolution referring the petition and papers of the heirs 
of Robert Fulton, deceased, to the Secretary pf the Navy, 
to report thereon to Congress. 

A bill for the relief of Abraham Forbes, a spy in the late 
war; 

A bill granting a pension to Col. Gideon Morgan, of the 
State of Tennessee. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tavurspay, April 7. 


[ CONTINUED. ] 

Mr. Jupson was opposed to the construction of an hy- 
draulic dock, for, by the operation of salt-water upon tim- 
ber in the south, it would be destroyed in two, or at most, 
in three years. 

Mr. Reep considered an hydraulic dock worth ten pro- 
portions for wharves, and one of the authorities referred 
to by the gentleman himself, ( Commodore Dallas, ) recom- 
mended its immediate construction. He could not assent to, 
nor be induced to act upon, the gentleman’s argument of 
reciprocity. He was governed only by considerations of 
eae pe whether the proposed works were expedient, 
and then, if the amount of money proposed to be appro- 
priated could be judiciously expended. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped the House would at once come 
to a decision upon the ao and that the amendment 
would not be prejudiced by the fact of its non-examination 
by the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. Harper was willing to give a liberal vote, but they 
were, he thought, to a certain extent, groping in the dark, 
for there was still a difference of opinion existing as to 
whether the amendment was embraced in a separate bill 
ornot. Moreover, nothing had been furnished the House 
to show the necessity of the proposed works, or whether 
the large sum of $150,000 could be well laid out or not. 





which, he trusted some more information would be fur- 
nished. 

Mr. Cusnine advocated a liberal provision for Pensacola, 
and was in favor of the amendment. 

Mr. Harper said, he found he had fallen into an error, 
and-that the other bill referred to did not embrace the ob- 
jects of the amendment. Believing, then, that this money 
could be advantageously expended, he should vote for the 
appropriation at the present time. 

Mr. Jarvis again made an explanation. 

Mr. Tuomrson, of S. C. remarked that the appropria= 
tions would be just as necessary whether the experiment of 
deepening the bar succeeded or not, for our ships were notall 
seventy-fours. He would mention one fact, however, that 
was, perhaps, little, if at all known there, and it was this, 
that the bar at Pensacola was within one foot as deep as the 
bar at New York. He would go further, and state, on the 
very highest authority of our navy, that the Brandywine 
goes in and out of the bar without striking, and that it was 
an extremely rare occurrence for a vessel of a similar size 
to pass over the bar at New York without doing so. He 
maintained, that the money proposed to be appropriated, a 
little over 200,000 dollars, could be well expended at Pen- 
sacola, and he repeated his former assertion, that the aver- 
age price of labor was one-third less in the south than in the 
north. Labor could be procured on the spot to any amount, 
and half a million could well be expended during the cur- 
rent year. He again recurred to his former charge of ine- 
quality of expenditure, and said he was prepared to prove 
all he had urged on that subject against all the specious and 
voluble arguments that had been advanced to the contrary. 

Mr. Peyron called the attention of the House to the re+ 
port of Captain Chase of the U.S. Engineer corps, which 
stated the depth of water on the bar at Pensacola, to be 
from 231-2 to 24 feet, and reper gg 4 that all ships of 
war, less than first rates, could sail in and out. 

"Fhe question was then taken, and the amendment was 
agreed to—yeas 151, nays 26. 

Mr. Pinckney inquired if it would be in order at that 
time to move as an amendment to this bill, the bill now be- 
fore the House for the establishment of a navy yard at 
Charleston, South Carolina ? 

The Cuair replied that it would not. : 

Mr. Lane rose and remarked that inasmuch as five or six 


weeks had been spent in Committee of the Whole, on the’ 


motion of the gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Bell, ) to 
amend this bill, and as he had been waiting to hear the 
entleman’s amendment renewed in the House, he would 
imself renew it, in order to test the sense of the House. 
He therefore moved to strike out the appropriation ‘ for im- 
provement and necessary repairs of the pit yard at Ports. 
mouth, New Hampshire, $97,000,’ and asked tor the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. : 
Mr. Everett was opposed to striking out the whole ap- 


.| propriation, though he was in favor of its being amended in 


the way he proposed last night. 

Mr. Bett said if he had the estimates before hlm, when 
he first made his motion, he should have confined his 
amendment to all but what was appropriated for the repair 
of works already erected. ' 

The question was then taken, and the amendment was. 
rejected—yeas 6, nays 166. 

Mr. Everett then renewed the ‘amendment made by 
him in Committce of the Whole, to reduce the appropria- 
tion for the navy yard at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, from 








He should oppose the amendment now, whatever he might 
be disposed to do when the subject again came up, prior to 


67,000 to 4,000. “Mr. E. said it was evident that this item 
was an administration measure, and in proof of this, he re 
ferred to an article, which appeared some time ago in the 
Globe, on the democracy of New Hampshire, and setting 
forth that the opposition to this appropriation was a conse 
quence growing out of the Lj ore of the citizens of 
Portsmouth to the Bank of the United States. 

Mr. Boon wished to know whether the member from 
Vermont meant to say that he ( Mr. B. ) was at all influ- 
enced in his vote by that publication ? 

Mr. Everett replied, certainly not; he had spoken only 
of the intention of the publication. 

Mr. BELL then entered into an explanation of the reasons 
that had induced him to make the motion, and stated that 
it was his intention, both originally and now, to have made - 
the very motion just made by the gentleman from Vermont. 
It_was truly the motion he desired to make at first, but he 
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was not then in possession of the estimates. After some! Indian Affairs ; whether any defects exist in the organiza- 
few further remarks, Mr. B. asked for the yeas and nays' tion or regulation of the said Department, or abuses in the 


on the amendment; which were ordered. 

Mr. Cushman entered into a brief review of the advan- 
tages of the naval station at Portsmouth, both for its natu- 
ral advantages as a harbor, being open at ali scasons of the 
year, and for the cheapness with which ships could be built | 
there, being on an average 20 per cent. less than at Boston. | 

Mr. Laxe made a few remarks in reference to the course 
of the gentleman from Tennessee in making a motion that 
had oceupicd the attention of the House for several weeks, 
and addressing the House upon it himself for four days in 
succession, and then retaining his scat when the vote was 
taken and refusing to answer to his name. 

Mr. Bet said a few words in reply. 

Mr. Boon inquired of the Chair whether it would he in 
order then to answer the arguments of gentlemen made in 
Committee of the Whole? 

The Cuair said it would not. 

Mr. Boon said, if it had, he wanted to make something 
of a party speech himself. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, and it 
was rejected ; yeas 44, nays 129. 

Mr. Wise said, he rose to do what was perhaps very un 
necessary to do, after the vote of the House upon the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Florida, but he felt compelled 
by a sense of duty to offer another amendment. In the 34th 
line of the bill there was un appropriation of $64,000 for 
improvement and necessary repairs for the navy yard at 
Pensacola. Of that $64,000, as he informed the House 
both last night and to-day, there was included $15,000 for 
wharves ; but the House had, very much to his wonder and 
amazement, now appropriated $150,000 for wharves, be- 
sides that sum of $15,000, making in the whole $165,000 
for this one object, without any appropriation at all for docks, 
a sum that never could be judiciously expended in the con- 
struction of wharves. He therefore moved to reduce the 
item of $€4,000 to $49,000, thereby striking out the $15,- 
000. He trusted, at least, that this amendment would be 
agreed to, and he hoped also that some gentleman would 
move a reconsideration of the former vote. Mr. W. was 
as warm a friend as Pensacola had, and would go almost 
any lengils for it, but he was convinced that $165,000 for 
wharves would be a most injudicious expenditure. 

Mr. Garvanp, of Louisiana, hoped no motion would be 
made to reconsider. 

Mr. Ripcey said a few words in support of the original 
clause. 

The amendment was then agreed to; ayes 90, noes not 
counted. 

The bill, as amended, was then ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time this day. 

Mr. Carter moved a reconsideration of the vote on the 
amendment respecting the navy yard at Pensacola. He re- 
poe gee the extraordinary haste manifested to hurry through 

s bill. 

The Cuatr said the motion directly was not in order; 
but the gentleman from Tennessee could attain his object 
by first moving to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time this day. 

Mr. Carter then made that motion. 

Mr. Boon said a few words against the motion, and he 
was at a loss to see the justice of the remark about hasty 

islation, on a bill which had been some six weeks under 
discussion. He did hope that no further difficulties would 
be thrown in the way of this bill. 

Mr. Carter had nointention of throwing any difficulties 
in the way, and he had come to the conclusion to withdraw 
the motion, before the gentleman from Indiana rose. 

The bill was then read the third time and passed ; and 

The House adjourned, at 6 o’clock, P. M. 


Fripay, April 8. 


Mr. Rogrrtson asked the consent of the House to offer 
the following resolutions, which were read for information : 


* s % * * * * * 


3. Resolved, That a Select Committee be appointed to 
inquire what retrenchments, if any, can be made with safe- 
ty to the public interest in the expenses of the Departments 
of State, of War, and of the Navy; also, to inquire whe 
ther any abnses exist in soliciting or procuring clerkships or 
appointments in any of the departments or bureaus of the 
Government, or inthe payment or receipt of the salaries 
annexed to such clérkehips or appointments, 

4. Resolved, That a Select Committee be appointed, 
whose duty it shall be to inquire and report to this House 


management of its affairs; and if so, in what manner the 
same should be corrected or prevented. 

6. Resolved, That each of the foregoing committees con- 
sist of — members, be authorized to send for persons and 
papers, and to report by bill or otherwise. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. Mitticgan moved to suspend the rules in order to 

enable the gentleman from Virginia to submit his resolu- 

tions, and asked for the ycas and nays on the moticn, which 

were ordered, and were—yeas 83, nays 83. 

So the House refused to suspend the rules, ( two-thirds 

being necessary,) and the resolutions were not received. 
SaturpDay, April 9. 

Mr. Ropertson rose and asked leave to make a brief 

statement to the House, connected with the subject of one 

of the resolutions submitted by him on yesterday. 

Py objection being then made, Mr. Rovertson proceed- 

ea. 

Mr. TurRILL rose and was proceeding to make some 

remarks, when 

The Cwarr interposed and stated that there was no mo- 

tion before the House. 


ginia had been permitted to make astatement, he desired to 
say a few words in reply. He objected to the gentleman’s 
motion. 

Mr. Rogertson rose, but— 

Mr. WhitTLEsEy appealed to the gentleman to with- 
draw his motion then, to enable the committee to report ; 
to whieh Mr. Ropertson assented. 

Objection being made, Mr. Ropertson moved to suspend 
the rule, to enable him to offer the resolutions. 

Mr. Atian of Kentucky, asked for the reading of the 
resolutions. 

Mr. Whitt Lesey said, if there was no right under the 
rule, to ask for the reading of the resolutions, he objected 
to their being read. 

The Cuair said that the resolutions were not in pos- 
session of the House, and could only be read by unanimous 
consent. 

Mr. R. GArtanxnp moved to suspend the rules for the 
purpose of having the resolutions read for information, and 
asked for the yeas and nays on his motion, which were 
ordered. 

Mr. Wise suggested that the motion of his colleague 
could be so framed as to supersede the motion of the gen 
tleman from Louisiana, ( Mr. Garland,) namely, by read- 
ing the resolution, and moving to suspend the rule for the 
purpose of offering it. 

Mr. Vanperpoec remarked that this being private bill 
day, he would move to lay the two motions to suspend the 
rules on the table. 

Mr. Rosertson inquired of the Cuatr whether, if the 
last motion prevailed, his resolutions would be spread upon 
the journal. 

The Cuarr replied that if the resolutions had been read, 
they would have been entered on the journal. As, however, 
they had not been read, they could not go upon the journal. 

The question was then taken, ‘and the motions to suspend 
the rules were laid upon the table—yeas 98, nays 75. 


‘ ‘ Monpay, April 11. 
On motion of Mr. Cuampers of Pennsylvania, 
Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee on the 

Library to consider the expediency of reporting a bill pro- 

viding for the engraving and publication of copies of the 

various medals struck in relation to important events in the 

United States before and siuce the Declaration of Indepen- 

dence, with an account or statement of the events or ocea- 

sion which said medals were designed to commemorate. 

On motion of Mr. Turritt, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a marine 
hospital at Oswego, in the State of New York. 

On motion of Mr. Cusuine, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of establishing suitable 
hospitals on a general system for the benefit of the nautical 
population of the United States, wheresoever employed, 
whether on its interior waters or on the ocean. 

On motion of Mr. W. K. Futter, 

Resolved. That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed toingnire into the expediency of authorising the 
Seeretary of. War to furnish the State of Kentucky, at the 
national expense, with asupply of arms, ordnance, and mu- 








what retrenchments. if any, can be made with safety to 
the public interests, in the expenses of the Department of 





nitions of war, equal to the quantity lately destroyed by 
the burning of the arsenal in that State. 


Mr. Turritt remarked that as the gentleman from Vir- 
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On motion of Mr. Corres, 

Resolwed, That the Committee on Claims be instructed 
to inquire into the justice of compensating Maj. Mark A. 
Cooper, for the loss of a horse at Picolata, Florida, whilst 
he was ongaged in mustering his battalion into the service 
of the United States ; and that the committee inquire into 
the expediency of authorising the Paymaster General to 
pay for all horses that are lost or die in the service of the 
country, as well as those that are killed in battle or die of 
wounds received in battle. 

Wepwnespay, April 13. 

On motion of Mr. Wuitttesey, a joint resolution 
referring the petition and papers of the heirs of Robert 
Fulton, deceased, to the Secretary of the Navy, to report 
thereon to Congress, was taken up, read a third time and 
adopted. 

r. REED, on leave, from the Seleet Committee to which 
the same was referred, reported wit sout amendment, the 
bill from the Senate for the benefit of Boyd Reilly, and the 
same was committed. 

Tuurspay, April 14. 

The Speaker laid before the Housea letter from the 
Secretary of War, transmitting a report of the Chief En 
gineer, in answer toaresolution of the 2d instant, eontain 
ing estimates of various works of internal improvements ; 
which was laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Fripay, April 15. 
Mr. Pearce of Rhode Island, from the Committee on 
Commercc, reported a bill making an appropriation for the 
ereetion of a marine hospital near Ocracock Inlet, in the 
State of North Carolina; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 

On motion of Mr. Incuam, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to inquire intu the expediency of making an appropria- 
tion for erecting or providing a marine hospital in the State 
of Connecticut. 

— —— —— 


—$—— 


CONGRESSIONAL DOCUMENTS. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
In Senare, April 12, 1836. 
Mr. SovtHarp, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
reported the following bill, which was read, and passed to 
@ second reading. 
A BILL 


OrGanizinc THE Navy OF THE UniTep STATEs. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represeniatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the officers of the navy of the United States, other 
than non-combatants, shall consist of the following grades, 
viz; admiial, vice admiral, rear admiral, commodore, cap- 
tain, commander, licutenaut, second lieutenant, who shall 
be commissioned officers. And of the following warrant 
officers, viz ; master, second master, passed midshipman, 
boatswain, gunner, midshipman, carpenter, sailmaker.— 
And that those officers heretofore desigaated masters com- 
mandant and sailing masters, shall hereafter be called and 
known as commanders and masters; and warranted mas- 
ters’ mates shall be discontinued. 

Sec. 2. And beit further enacted, That there shall not 
be appointed or commissioned in ‘the several grades, a 














| unless he shall have entered the service as «midshipman ; 
and that boatswains, gunners, carpenters, and sailma- 
kers, shall not be considered entitled to promotion to 
| the higher grades. 

| Sec. 5. And be tt further enacied, That the asssimi- 
| lated rank of non-combatant officers, and the relative rank 
of the officers of the navy and army of the United States, 
shall be fixed by order of the President of the United 
States, which order shall be submitted to and approved by 
Congress, before it shall go into operation. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall not 
be lawful to appoint a greater number of midshipmen than 
shall be necessary to complete the organizaticn authorized 
by this act, and whenever additional appointments may be 
necessary, they shall, as far as practicable, be selected 
from the States in the Union, in proportion to the number 
of Senators and Representatives in Congress, from the 
States respectively. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That no person shall 
be appointed a midshipman who is under the age of four- 
teen or over the age of eighteen years; nor shail any mid- 
shipman receive a warrant, unless he shall have served 
one year at sea, and his commander shal! have given eatis- 
factory testimonials of his conduct and capacity. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enccted, That it shall be 
the duty of the Presideut of the United States to cause to 
be prepared, rules for the navy, which shall, among other 
things, contain the length and nature of the sei vice fer the 
officers of each grade, before they may be promoted, and 
such other things us may be necessary for the proper dis- 
cipline and regulation of the service. 


DOCUMENTS 

Relating to the ‘‘ Bill to provide for open'ng a Military 

Road from Fort Leavenworth to the right bank of the 

Mississippi, above the State of Missouri.”’ 

In SenaTE—December 23, 1835, 

On motion by Mr. Lins, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making an ap- 
propriation for the purpose of constructing a Military road 
from Cantonment ‘* Des Moines ”’ to Cantonment Leaven- 
worth, thence to Fort Gibson; and that said committee 
call on the Secretary of War for information relating to 
this subject. 

Attest: 
WALTER LOWRIE, Secretary. 
War Department, 
January 14, 1836. 

S:r :—I have the honor to enclose a report of the Actin 
Quartermaster General on the subject of the propose 
road, referred to in your letter of the 30th ultimo, from 
Fort Des Moines to Fort Leavenworth, and thence to Fert 
Gibson. aay 

I am not prepared to speak of the precise termination of 
such a communication on the Mississippi; whether it should 
be at Fort Des Moines, or at some point higher up the 
river, between there and Prairie du Chien: but I have no 
doubt that a road from the western bank of the Mississippi 
to Fort Leavenworth, and thence to Fort Gibson, would 
| be very advantageous to the United States. It need not be 











larger number of officers than one admiral, two vice admi-|an expensive work, Cutting down the timber for a rea- 
rals, four rear-admirals, nine commodores, fifty-five cap- | sonable width, bridging the streams, and cause-waying the 
tains, seventy-five commanders, two hundred and fifty marshy places, so as to allow the free movement of 
lieutenants, one hundred second lieutenants, forty masters, | troops, would be all that would be necessary. The sta- 
twenty second masters, seventy five passed midshipmen, | tions of the dragoons are at the two points of termination, 
three ccdeod midshipmen, and such number of boatswains, | and near the middle of this proposed communication ; and 
gunners, carpenters, and sail-makers, as the public service | if it were opened, they could range along it with compa- 
may require. And of non-combatants, fifty surgeons, forty- rative facility. This is a species of force peculiarly dread- 
five pursers, fifteen chaplains, twenty-five passed assistant ;ed by the Indians, and I think the peace of the country 
surgeons, fifty assistant surgeons. would be better secured by such measures than in any 
Ec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the foregoing | other manner. The road would, in fact, become a barrier, 
grades of officers, other than non-combatants, shall rank , across which parties of hostile Indians would be very un- 
and command in the order in which they are named in the | willing to pass, as they would be liable to be intercepted 
first section of this act, and those of the same grade, ac- by a mounted force. The route proposed, passes along the 
cording to the priority of the date of their commissions or frontier of the Sacs and Foxes, who have shown their 
warrants; and when these are of the same date, then by | proneness to commence hostilities upon our citizens ; and 
their number ; number one to be considered the highest in| it is in contemplation to remove a considerable body of 
rank. ‘the Pattawatamie Indians from the vicinity of Lake Mi- 
Sec. 4. And beit further enacted, That all appoint- , chigan to the country northwest of the line of communica- 
ments or promotions to any of the grades enumerated in |tion. Many of these Indians are restless and discontentcd, 
the first section of this act, shall be made from the next! and can only be kept in peace by the display of a force in 





inferior grade, or when there shall be none, or not a suffi- 
cient number, in such next inferior grade, then from the 
nearest inferior grade; Provided , That no mas- 
ter or second master shall be promoted to second lieu- 
tenant, except for gallant conduct or meritorious services, 


their neighborhood. From Fort Leavenworth to Fort 
Gibson, the route would pass west of the State of Missouri 
and the Territory of Arkansas, and through the lands as- 
signed to the emigrating Indians. It will be essentially 
necessary that the United States should not only possess a 
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respectable force in this quarter, but that they should have 
the means of transporting it freely along this line of com- 
munication. A large body of Indians will be thrown into 
this region. They will be in contact, on one side, with 
our settlements, and, on the other, with the wild and indi- 

enons tribes of that country. Common prudence requires 
that we should be prepared to meet any occurrences to 
which we may be exposed under these circumstances. 

The resolution is herewith returned. 


Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


LEW. CASS. 

Hion, Tuos. H. Benton, 

Chairman Commitiee Military Affairs, Senate. 
QUARTERMASTER GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, January 8, 1836. 

Sir :—In obedience to your instructions to report in re- 

ference to the resolution of the honorable the Senate of the 
United States of the 23d ultimo, which, was referred to 
this office on the 31st, and which is in the following words ; 
** Resolved, that the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an ap- 
propriation for the purpose of constructing a military road 
from Cantonment Des Moines to Cantonment Leaven- 
worth, thence to Fort Gibson, and that said committee call 
on the Secretary of War for information relating to this 
subject,’? I have the honor to state, that the records and 
files of this office contain no information which has a bear- 
ing on the subject, other than a communication dated St. 
Louis, December 16, 1834, from John Dougherty to Major 
J. B. Brant, Quartermaster United States army, and which 
was referred to the Quartermaster General on the 10th of 
January, 1835, extracts from which I submit herewith, 
marked A. 
*» The views and opinions of the writer of that communica- 
tion are no doubt worthy of much consideration, from the 
faet of his long and familiar acquaintance with the regions 
of the West, manifesting, as they seem to me to do, much 
knowledge of the Indians and their habits, connected with 
which and there future welfare, as well as the mode and 
manner of defence against their inroads upon our white 
settlements, is the road contemplated by the resolution. 

The connecting of the extremes of our inland frontiers, 
by means of a cordon, or chain of posts, of more than a thou- 
sand miles in extent, would certainly add more to the wel- 
fare and security of the frontiers, than any other measure 
which could be devised. The-establishing of small mili- 
tary posts, ( stockades, such as the pioneers of the West 
made use of in times which tried the souls of men,) having 
points d’appui at proper distances and positions, along the 
whole line of the road, and the sending out from which, 
daily, small mounted detachments, or parties, in such 
manner as to keep up a continual surveillance over the 
read, and by whom information could be transmitted from 
one extreme of the frontier to the other, would operate as an 
immence line of defence, and by which all improper per- 
sons could be excluded from the territories set apart for the 
Indians, and the Indians be prevented from intruding with- 
in our borders. Under such a state of things, peace har 
mony, and good order would predominate over apprehen- 
sion, disorder, violence, and bloodShed. Indeed, such a 
road, oceupied in such a manner, would be a wall of defence 
to the far West; and the cost would be small when com- 
pared with the immenee advantages that would result to 
the nation, among which may be enumerated the great de- 
mand for, and consequent increase in the sales of the public 
domains, the great increase in the population, the keeping 
a portion of the army incorstant motion, giving equal pro- 
tection to the whites and to the Indians. 

Should an emergency render it necessary for bodies of 
troops to move from one extreme of the frontier to the 
other, from Illinois, Michigan, and Missouri, to Arkansas 
and the upper part of Louisiana, or from these latter to the 
former and the country on the west of the upper Mississip- 
pi, or from any one portion to any other portion, such a road 
would afford great facilities of movement. In short, in 
case of a general war between the various Indian tribes, 
among themselves, or of a war between the whites and a 
combination of tribes ; or of several tribes with other tribes, 
or of tribe against tribe ; or should a foe from neighboring 
countries assail us on the west, southwest, or northwest, 
such a road would be of incalculable advantage. In every 
view which can be taken of the subject, no work which has 
been undertaken by the Government can surpass it, when 
completed, in usefulness, not as a military road only, and 
as such it would be all important, but as a route of. travel 


Having made these general remarks, I proceed to be 
more particular in regard to the immediate object of what I 
conceive to be your desire in requiring of me a report. 

lst. Cantonment, or Fort Des Moines, is situated on the 
Mississippi river, a short distance above the junction of the 
Des Moines river with the Mississippi, about 180 miles, by 
water, front the mouth of the Missouri, and fabout 600 
miles, by water, from Fort Leavenworth ; it is estimated 
to be, by land, about 200 miles ina right line from Fort 
Leavenworth. The distance from Fort Des Moines to the 
mouth of the Racoon, is about 150 miles, by land, and by 
water about 260, at which place, or some other point in 
that neighborhood below on the Des Moines, it is under- 
stood a military post will probably be established, and 
from such point to Fort Leavenworth the distance is pro- 
bably between 200 and 230 miles. 

Of the character of the country through which the mili- 
tary road would pass from Fort Des Moines to}Fort Lea- 
venworth, the records of this office do not enable me to 
give any information. The presumption is, that no great 
obstacle exists to prevent its being constructed, Ist, to the 
new post, if established, on the Des Moines river, and 
thence to Fort Leavenworth, the distance upon which 
route would be probably, from 300 to 350 miles; and 2d, 
direct to Fort Leavenworth, distance about 200 miles.— 
The first route would seem to be the most essential as a 
route of military communication, and as a means of a con- 
tinuous connexion between the military posts; because, at 
some subsequent period, ro doubt exists that the post on 
the Dc8 Moines would be connected with Fort Crawford, 
at Prairie du Chien, a distance of about 130 miles, which 
post will, perhaps, be connected in the course of a year 
with Forts Winnebago and Howard, by the military road 
already authorized from Fort Howard to Fort Crawford, 
a part of which has been reported finished. From Fort 
Crawford to Fort Leavenworth is about 900 miles, by wa- 
ter. 

2d. Fort Leavenworth is about 420 miles, by water, 
above the mouth of the Missouri, and it is from Fort Gib- 
son, by the way of that river, the Mississippi, and the 
Arkansas, about 1,500 miles. The distance, by land, be- 
tween the two posts, is about 300 miles, 

The character of the country through which this portion 
of the road would pass, I have not the means to give any 
information of.. From the general impressions, I think I 
may venture to say, that the difficulties, whatever they 
may be, could be easily overcome. 

Fort Gibson is not connected with Fort Towson by any 
direct road, and believing that information on that subject 
would not be irrevelant, I beg leave to state, that the dis- 
tance between them is about 130 miles, over rather a broken 
country, but not so much so,. perhaps, as to prevent the 
making of a good road; and the distance from Fort Tow- 
son to Fort Jesup, in Louisiana, is about 300 miles. From 
the former post to the northern boundary of the State of 
Louisiana, in the direction of the latter post, orders have 
been given for completing a road appropriated for at the 
last session of Congress. 

All which is respectfully submitted ; and the resolution 
is herewith returned. 

I have the honor to be, sir, most respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
THOS. F. HUNT, 
Major, and Acting Q. M. Gen. 
To the Hon. Lewis Cass, 
Secretary of War, Washington City. 
A. 
Extracts from a communication from John Dougherty to 
Major J. B. Brant, Quartermaster United States Army, 
dated St. Louis, Missouri, December 16, 1834. 


QUARTERMASTER GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
January 8, 1836. 

** Agreeably to promise, the day before you left, I will 
now proceed to give you some outlines of my views and 
opinions relative to Indian affairs and the defence of the 
frontiers. 

‘* As you have been so long in the country, and are se 
well acquainted with these matters, I shall not enter so 
minutely into particulars to prove the correctness of the 
suggestions I am about to make, as I would do were I ad- 
dressing one uninformed on these subjects. 

** When I consider how many lawless and unprincipled 
white men we have had, during the last twenty-five years, 
hunting and prowling about among the Indian tribes on our 
western borders, killing off the game, and not unfrequently 





and communication between the several and various parts 
of our immense Western frontier. 


killing the Indians themselves, and constantly dealing out 
spirituous liquors to them, Iam really astonished that there 
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has not been more difficulty and bloodshed, particularly 
when I reflect what a string of white settlements we have 
ae from the upper Mississippi to Fort Gibson, a dis- 
tance of nearly one thousand miles, with no other military 
protection than a few infantry stationed at Fort Leaven- 
worth. Zhis can only be accounted for by the supera- 
bundance of game heretofore existing, and which has 
supplied the Tadiene with both food and clothing; but, 
within a few years, the scene has changed, the game near- 
ly exhausted, the Indians hungry and naked, already be- 
ginning to feel very sensibly the effects of their intercourse 
with our hunters and whiskey dealers. Buffalo are al- 
most the only animals of game remaining to supply the 
wants of those many thousand souls. The range of these 
animals is now confined to a comparatively small section of 
country, lying between our {settlements and the Rocky 
mountains, hemmed in on the north by the British, and on 
the south by the Spanish Indians, traders, and settlements 
The number of Indians who inhabit this buffalo country, 
daily increasing, tribe after tribe, are crowding in from 
the Spanish and British territories, and from the United 
States; add to this the many hundreds of white traders, 
trappers, and outlaws, consisting of Americans, British, 
and Spaniards, and we may readily conclude that the 
buflalo hunt will be a warm, butashortone. Very few 
of these numerous tribes are more advanced in the art of 
agriculture than they were twenty years ago. When the 
buffalo are gone, how are they to subsist, if not by pillag- 
ing our border citizens? Active measures should be taken 
to prevent the too sudden extinction of the game, before 
the Indians are capable of subsisting themselves by farm- 
ing; if not, they will be thrown altogether on the Govern- 
ment for support, which it will certainly be obliged to 
give, or to destroy them. Hunters and trappers kill a 
great deal; and the traders, for the sake of the skins, 
stimulate the Indians to kill many more than is necessary 
for their maintenance. 

As the trade is now carried on, the Indians derive very 
little benefit from the skins they are enabled to take ; and 
when the Government pay out an annuity to them, the 
traders and whiskey smugglers soon get it for little or 
nothing in exchange. Neagerest + venders and drinkers 
immediately on the frontiers, produce nearly all the misery 
and bloodshed among both whites and Indians; and most of 
the difficulties among the more remote tribes are brought 
about by our own hunters and traders. For the purpose of 
checking their monopolizing career, and lessening the bad 
effect such commerce has on the ignorant tribes, Govern- 
ment would do well to take the Indians under its own pro- 
tection, treat them as untutored children, and not as wise, 
learned, and independent men ; establish working and read- 
ing schools, give them farmers and mechanics, and enj 
courage them to raise corn, beef, pork, and horses, for the 
supply of the frontier posts ; furnish them with goods at cost 
and charges, in exchange for every thing they may have 
to dispose of; pay off their annuities in the same way ; 
oblige every tribe to reside on its own laad, (their limits, 
too, should be curtailed ; ) restrain their warring and hunt- 
ing, and prevent all intercourse with military posts, except 
by the chiefs, when on special business : mingling with the 
soldiers has a most demoralizing effect on all indians; and 
no soldier should be allowed to enter an Indian camp, ex- 
cept on duty. For the effectual protection and maintenance 
of peace and good order on the fronticr, I would propose 
the following plan: Establish a line of military posts 
along or near the boundary between the settlemenis and 
Indians, beginning on the upper ee and extending 
to Red river; build a compact and well-constructed fort, 
sufficiently large to garrison about two companies of infan- 
try and one of dragoons, at or near each of the following- 
named places: At Des-Moines rapids, on the Mississippi ; 
at Racoon fork of the Des Moines; at the point where a 
due west line from the northwest corner of the State of 
Missouri would intersect the Missouri river; at Fort Lea- 
venworth ; at Harmony mission; on the Ne o-sho, below 
the Osage agency; at Fort Gibson; at a point between 
the Arkansas and Red rivers ; and on Red river. Good 
land for cultivation, and fine stone and timber can be had 
in great abundance for building at all these locations. The 
distance between these several posts would be from one 
hundred to one hundred and fifty miles ; none of them need 
be more than twenty or thirty miles from the settlements. 
Most of them would be on the banks of navigable streams, 
and none would be more than one hundred miles beyond 
steamboat navigation. Pork, beef, flour, and horses, would 
be furnished at a cheap rate by the frontier citizens.— 
Establish a citizen farmer at cach post, with the privilege 
of raising stock for himself, and he would not hesitate to 








furnish, yearly, the necessary quantity of corn, bay, and 
oats, for tne dragoon horses, at a reduced price. Open a 
good road leading from post to post; bridge all the small 
creeks, and locate at each of the large rivers a good citi- 
zen, to keep up a ferry under proper restrictions; build 
stables at every post sufficient for one company and a half 
of dragoon horses; keep the dragoons constantly on the 
trot patrolling along the road by companies or smaller de- 
tachments, as may be required ; when one detachment is 
going, let one be returning; their principal business 
would be to take up every strolling white man or Indian 
Boing out from, or coming into the settlements, and convey 

im to the nearest guard-house for punishment ; Fort Lea- 
venworth would be the proper place for head quarters ; 
establish one superintendency of Indian affairs on the 
road at some central point ; establish a weekly mail com- 
ing in from both ends of the military road to head quarters, 
bringing information from all the posts of every thing that 
is going On; appoint four Indian agents ; one on the upper 
Mississippi, one on the upper Missouri, one on the Arkan- 
sas, and one on Red river, and no more. More than one 
agent among Indians, of the same neighborhood, only serve 
to confuse and make matters worse, from their different 
views of the same subject. The superintendant and agent 


should have salaries sufficient to justify them in givin 
their whole attention to the affairs of the offices confide 
to them.”? 

* * * * 


‘The few additional dollars it 
would require to keep up the cordon of posts contemplated, 
would be a mere nothing compared with the immense be- 
nefits that would be derived to the new States ; confidence 
and good order would be established on the frontiers, and 
emigration would rapidly increase. 

** After you have read the above, should you conclude 
that my fears in regard to the danger on the frontier are 
too great, recur for an instant to the consternation which 
Black Hawk, with a few followers, spread over the States 
of Illinois and Missouri, and the Territory of Michigan. 
I do not think Government ought to break down its - 
goons, and expend so much time and money in protecting 
the mountain trading and trapping, but turn every thing to 
the establishment of peace and tranquilityJon the border, 
and to meliorate the condition of the Indian tribes more im- 
mediately in ths neighborhood of our settlers.’’ | 

The foregoing are true extracts. 

THO. F. HUNT, 
Major, and Acting Quartermaster General. 











From the Globe of April 15. 


EXPEDITION TO THE SOU'TH SEAS AND PACIFIC 
OCEAN. 


We have been waiting several days to find space in our 
columns to say a word in reference to the above enterprise. 

The practical views contained in the report of the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, recently made in the Senate, as 
well as the address of Mr. Reynolds, delivered a few even- 
ings since in the Hall of Representatives, has left a very 
favorable impression, and there seems now to be but little 
doubt that the expedition will be authorized. 

What is the amount of our interests in the seas where 
the principal labors of the expedition will be performed ? 

To say nothing of the vessels engaged in the various 
trafic among the Islands in the Pacific, the following will 
show what interests we have in the various branches of the 


‘whale fishery from different ports in the United States : 

Ports. Vessels. Ports. Vessels. 
New Bedford 154 Bristol 17 
Nantucket 71 New London 29 
Lynn 5 Norwich I 
Gloucester 1 New York 6 
Portsmouth 4 Newburg 3 
Warren 15 Wilmington, Del. 3 
Providence 2 Dartmouth 4 
Mystic 3 Wareham 1 
Green Port 3 Edgarton 8 
Ifudson 11 Plymouth 4 
Newark, N. J. 1 Salem 9 
West Port 3 Provincetown 1 
Fairhaven 31 Wiscassett 1 
Rochester 4 Newport 9 
Falmouth 4 Stonington 3 
Fallriver 3 Sagharbor 24 
Dorchester 4 Poughkeepsie 4 
Newburyport 4 Bridgeport 2 
Portland I 





This immense fleet of 460 sail will average about 375 tons 





each—making one hundred and seventy-two thousand five 
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hundred tons—or one-tenth the tonnage of the United 
States. 

The cost of these vessels is from twenty to sixty thou- 
sand dollars each—on an average of ej forty thousand dol- 
lars—which requires an active capital of eighteen millions 
four hundred thousand dollars! 

The importance of this trade to the vast interior, even 
extending to the ‘‘ far West,” and South, is not so general- 
ly understood as it should be. A single statement will set 
this matter in a proper point of view. : 

Every time this whale fleet puts to sea there is required 
in outfits— 

Flour, 80,049 barrels; Pork and Beef, 79,120 barrels ; 
Molasses, 621,000 gallons; Coffee, 552,600 Ibs.; Sugar, 
256,800 Ibs.; ‘Tea, 172,500 lbs.; Rice, 1,300 tierces ; Duck, 
46,460 pieces ; Cordage, 8,960 tons ; Iron hoops, 4,600 tons ; 
Copper, 552,000 sheets—vessels coppered every voyage ; 
Staves 10,000,000. : 

Whaling gear, 1,900 dollars cost to each vessel—consist- 
ing of harpoons, spades, cambooses, &c. &c. 

Besides all these, large quantities of beans, corn, peas, 
potatoes, &e. are required in outfits. 

‘The above results have been derived from data, which it 
is believed may be relied on. Bh res 

Of this interest the Committee on Naval Affairs in the 
Senate, in the recent report recommending an Expedition, 
hold the following language : 


«© The duty of Congress toextend, secure, and protect eve- 
ry portion of our commerce, has long since ceasid to be 
matter for debate. This duty becomes more imperative, in 
proportion to the value of any particular portion, and the 
difficulties and dangers to which it is subjected, 

‘© No part of the commerce of this country is more import- 
ant than that which is carried on in the Pacific eccan. It 
is large inamount. Not less than 12,000,000 dollars of cap- 
ital are invested in and actively employed by one branch 
of the whale fishory alone; and in the whole trade there 
is, directly and indirectly, involved not less than fifty to 
seventy millions of property. In like manner from 170 to 
200,00) tons of our shipping, and from 9 to 12,000 of our sea 
men, are employed, amounting to about one-tenth of the 
whole navigation of the Union. Its results are profitable. 
It is, to a great extent, not amere exchange of commodities, 
but the creation of wealth, by labor, from the ocean. ‘The 
fisherics alone produce, at this time, an annual income of 
from five to six millions of dollars ; and it is not possible to 
look at Nantucket, New Bedford, New London, Sagharbor, 
aud a laree number of other districts ‘upon our Northern 
coast, without the deep conviction that it isan employment 
alike beneficial to the moral, political, and commereial in- 
terests of our fellow citizens. 

‘Jt is anursery for seamen for which no substitute can be 
found; eminently fitted to form precisely such men as the 
nation requires for times of trial and struggle. The voy- 
ages are long, every climate is encountered; every sea, 
calm or tempestuous, is traversed; and a discipline and 
subordination enforced, which create a class of men unsur- 
passed, if they are equalled, by any who have ever made 
the ocean their dwelling place. They are adventurous anu 
perserving—hardcned by toil and danger — bold, watchful, 
and skilful. If the encouragement and protection of Go- 
vernm :nt should be extended to any portion of our citizens, 
these have claims which cannot be over looked. It is to 
this view of the subject that the Committce on Naval Af- 
fairs have directed their most anxious attention. 

‘The commerce of the Pacific may be ey extended 
in all its departments. Of the rapidity of its growth there 
is abundant eviderce in the records of the departments. of 
our Government, and the theatre for its enlargement is 
most ample; but it requires aid and encouragement. 

*¢ No part of our commerce is so much exposed to hazard 
and peril. That portion of the globe is less known, and 
the ocean more filled with dangers, than any other that our 
seamen visit. There are hundreds of islands, reefs, and 
shoals, unmarked upon any chart, and unknown to common 
navigators. Their location, situation, and facilities for com- 
merce, are yet to be explored and exhibited to the world. — 
Many of those islands are inhabited by savages, who render 
access to them dangerous, and whom it is the duty of the 
Government to conciliate. The loss of property and life in 
that region has been immense. The committee refer to the 
accompany ing documents to illustrate some of the facts upon 
these points; and they do not hesitate to believe that an 
examination of them will satisfy the Senate of the policy 
and necessity of the measure.which they propose. — 

‘¢ The committee recommend an expenditure which shall 
be entirely equal to the importance of the enterprize, and 
afford the best security for success, and for those practical 


end 
results which shall be most honorable and useful. The 
expedition should be naval in its character ; a portion of the 
means under the control of the Navy Department should be 
applied to it ; and it should be fitted out and conducted 
under its auspices. The committee think it ought to con- 
sist of two vessels of about two hundred tons burthen, for 
exploration ; one, of about one hundred tons, as a tender 3 
and a store or provision ship of competent dimensions ; and 
these accompanied by a sloop of war, to afford protection, 
and secure peaceful and friendly relations with the inha- 
bitants of the islands. The nore’ A vessels may either be 
purchased, or built of materials which are in our navy 
yards, and a large proportion of the expense may be met by 
our naval means and facilities, without the slightest en- 
croachment upon the interests of the service. It should be 
attended, also, by naval officers an:! citizens, well qualified 
in the appropriate departments of science, to bring back 
the most accurate results of the examinations which may 
be made. 

‘* But the committee do not think it necessary or expedi- 
ent to prescribe, in the law, which may be passed, either 
the dimensions or the character of the vessels, or the nume 
ber and qualifications of the persons who shall be employ- 
ed; nor can they exhibit, by precise estimates, the exact 
sum which shall be expended. ‘These are matters which 
must, to some extent, be left to the discretion of the Exe- 
cutive, who will carry the will of Congress into execution. 
If the amount which shall not be exceeded, be fixed by the 
law, no possible evil can result. Every imaginable motive 
which can influence the preparation for, and prosecution 
of, the proposed enterprise, will be on the side of econ- 
omy and efficiency. 


‘The Committee report a bill to authorize an expedi- 
tion. ”? 
In the conclusion of their report, during the last session 


of Congress, the Committee on Commerce in the H.R. hold 
the following language : 


“The committee, having thus fully presented the views 
and wishes of the memorialists, and noted the legislative 
action hitherto had upon subjent, deem it unnecessary to 
go into any prolonged arguments, in the conclusion of their 
report. 

af Other nations have deemed it wise to protect their fish- 
eries, at all hazards, and by heavy expenditures. Some 
have sent out voyages of discovery, that had little or no 
commerce to be benefitted Previous to the year 1770, 
the English, in their strenuous efforts to compete with 
the Dutch in the Northern whale fishery, had paid, in 
bounties, not less than three millions of dollars ; and down 
to the year 1736, the aggregate amount of bounty paid was 
not less than six millions three hundred and thirty thous- 
and dollars. 

‘«'The American fishermen have received no bounty, and 
they are now pursuing their avocation in seas beyond the 
reach of ordinary protection. That places of refreshment 
may be examined, new channels of trade opened, and dan- 
gers pointed out, seems not only reasonable and just, but 
called for by considerations of public interest ; and it is 
believed that this can be best accomplished by sending out 
vessels expressly provided for this duty ; while the de- 
mand on the public treasury will be small, compared with 
the good which may be accomplished. 

** The late British expeditions for the discovery of a 
northwest passage, undertaken for scientific purposes, at 
great expense, nevertheless richly repaid the British na- 
tion for her expenditure, by transferring the whale fish- 
ery from East to West Greenland. 

‘*In like manner, in addition to the specific objects to be 
attained by an expedition, many collateral advantages 
may be secured to the whaler and trafficker in the Pacific, 
and the sealer in the higher latitudes south. 

** While your committee, in coming to their conclusion 
in favor of recommending an expedition such as has been 
prayed for by the memorialists, have been influenced sole- 
ly by commercial views, and place the policy of the mea- 
sures solely on thesc grounds, they are not indifferent to 
the valuable fund of knowledge which may be gathered 
during the voyage, and which, properly analyzed and writ- 


ten out, may be interesting, not only to the American peo- 
ple, but to the whole civilized world. 


** Your committee therefore report a bill.” 





Lieuts. Miles and Holmes, 7th U.S. Infantry, with the 
lady of the former, arrived in this city, on Sunday eve- 





ning last, from Fort Gibson, on their way to the east— 
both on recruiting service.—.Arkansas Gazette. 
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TWENTY-EIGHT GUN SHIPS AND TEN GUN: 


BRIGS.* ' fi 


The great exertions which both France and America, 
sre at present making in the formation of their respect- | 
ive navies, should not be overlooked by our own Govern- | 
ment, wMich cannot, in this respect be too much on the | 
alert: France is trying every experiment, not only in the | 
instruction and constant practice of exercising a large 
body of men as seamen, butina new system of artillery, | 
which, in the event of war, will, to say the least of it, 
give us more trouble tnan we have ever expertenced in 
either single or general engagements with the French 
afloat. A reference to the work of M. Paixhams, enti- 
tled «* Nouvelle Force Maritime, ”’ published six years 

go, will give our readers some idea of the preparations 
which France has made, and doubtless continues to 
make against the event of a new maritime struggle. 

The naval measures of America are not so extensive 
as those of the French, but we know from experience 
that their system of naval architecture has already been 
successful ; and, as the inference seems inevitable that 
they will pursue their plans to a more complete deve- 
lopement, we ought no longer to hesitate about taking 
steps to meet them on equal terms. Itis well known 
that the chief features of what may be called the Naval 
Reform, consis‘ed in building vessels of a much larger 
size than is usual in the class from which they derive 
their denominations. 

Their frigates are larger, and of heavier metal than 
ours ; and their sloops have had the same mechanical su- 
periority overoursloops. To meet them fairly in action, 
we should meet them in ship-building ; and having built 
as they build, we should make experimental cruizes with 
the vessels thus newly constructed, in order to ascertain 
the rate of sailing and other qualities as“ men of war. ” 
But instead of this, we are not only perpetuating our 
old scantling of vessels, but even creating other ships in- 
ferior in size and force to those which constitute their 
respective classes. Weare building and employing small 
frigates, and increasing the number of ten-gun_brigs,f 
instead of those of eighteen, although we know that other 
powers have no small vessels which are not more than a 
match in size and metal for the former. 

Our frigates must either ingloriously engage sloops, 
such as the Wasp of the United States, or be beaten by 
other frigates, as in the instance of the Mucedonian, 
Guerriere and Java. “ But the case of the ten-gun 
brigs is even worse ; they can neither fight nor fly—pre- 
vent a convoy in war, or prevent smugzling in peace. 

Captain Pettsnan a post captain in the navy “chal- 
lenges any officer who has ever sailed in this class of ves- 
sels to dispute, under his own signature, the correctness of 
his assertion that they are perfectly safe and very supe- 
rior sea-boats, and exceedingly well calculated for 

ackets.”’ 

What! attach a signature to a professional “ opinion ” 
without a fee ?—Is there a full-wigged banister in the 
land, who, on so serious a subject, would even “ ship 
his spectacles ” to open Blackstone, or consult Coke, 
under at least a twenty-four pounder? Why, then, 
should any “sea-lawyer ” so comsait himself as eveu to 
make his mark to an opinion in opposition to the record- 
ed testimony of the “ signing-oficer ” in the Courier ; 
and who by the by, in thus coming forward to es- 
pouse the cause of the * Charity Brig,” appears to have 
acted strictly in accordance with the proverb, that * cha- 
rity begins at home ;” for, as a_post-captain, he is hap- 
pily excluded from the command of such a vessel—his 
rank rescues him from such a miserable dooin. 

Captain P. congratulates himself that the “ reports ”’ 
of officers who have commanded these vessels corrobo- | 





‘rate his testimony as their “ supervor qualities as sea- | 


boats. ” 
It is true, that favourable ** reports * are made by com- 





*This paper was originally published in the ‘‘ United 
Service Journal” in the year 15929, 


+We are happy to.see that this practice has been abon- | 


doned. 
tin a letter which appeared in the Courier, 


re — ——aeatn a ete 


inanders of these vessels ; but to say nothing of the of- 

cial forin in which these reports are embodied, neither 
Captain Pettman, nor any other defender ot this defence- 
less class.can deny, that the officers in question may be 
induced to forego any manifestation of their opinion out 
of an ill-grounded apprehension, that any unfavourable 
account of these brigs might induce the Ad:nirality to su- 
persede whoever should so report, instead of relying, as 
they ought to do, on the justice of the board; which 
would duly appreciate their candour. 

No professional man will deny that a vessel of war 
ought to possess other qualities besides those upon which 
so much stress has been laid by Captain Pettman ; be- 
cause, were the grand desideraia in naval architecture, 
merely to consist in being “a safe vessel,and a good 
sea-boat, ”—the Dutch dogger, with its broad bow, high 
stern, flat floor, large lee board, may be considered as the’ 
safest vessel that swims the sea. 

But there are many properties which a vessel of war 
should possess, to which it will be presently shown, the 
** Charity Brig, ’’ can lay no possibie claim. 

A ship of war is required to be a good sea-boat to—to 
sail fast—to stow, at least, two moniAs’ water and three 
months’ provisions under hatches,—to carry her guns well 
out of the water, and more especially to have room to fight 
them,—to “ berth her men, ” or rather to atford proper 
and healthy accommodation for her crew,—to “ stand 
well up under her canvass ”’—to stay ina head sea— 
** claw off” a lee shore—and, above all, to seud out of, 
as well as to lie to,ina hurricane. Out of these ten 
quaiities, with not one of which will aiiy naval officer 
think it possible to dispense, let us see how many the 
ten-gun brig pretends to possess. 

If it be required of a ten-gun brig to perform a voy- 
age of any distance or probable duration, she must, of 
necessity, carry above hatches, an extra quantity of pro- 
visions and water, both of which will so much: encum- 
ber the decks, and deepen the vessel beyond her “ proper 
bearings, ” as to render her any thing but a‘ safe veg- 
sel, and superior sea-boat, ”’ 

As to carrying her guns well out of the water, or hav- 
ing room to fight them, the probability is, that the brig’s 
battery will become totally useless (not so much on ac- 
count of the constant succession of seas likely to be 
shipped upon opening the ports in an ordinary donble- 
reef-topsail breeze), as from the equally probable circum. 
stance of a butt,* or at least a puncheon of water being 
lashed betweenevery two guns on her upper and only 
fighting deck —comfortable and healthy accommodation 
for the crews of these vessels is quite out of the ques- 
tion. The lower-gun deck of a ten-gun brig is hardly 
five feet high, and from her ’tween decks, during a “ sti 
breeze, ”’ a free circulation of air is totally excluded, 
from the circumstance of tlie fore and main hatches be- 
ing battened down, in order to prevent the lower decix 
being flooded fore-and-aft. So that for five out of six 
weeks of a winter’s cruize, the “ watch below” is doom- 
ed by day to suffer nearly suffocation from the smoke ot 
the galley fire,t and by night to inlale the most noxious 
vapours, not only occasioned by the cribbed and bunzed 
up condition of the brig below, but from the foul eMla- 
via of the bilye-water, which despite of every precau- 
tion, will issue from the pump-wwell of these contempti- 
ble craft. 

In support of the foregoing assertions, an extract is 
here cited from the log of one of those “superior seae 
boats, ” whilst making a voyaze from Spithead to Newe 
foundland in company with the Tumar (23.) 

Extract from the Log of His Mujesty’s Sloop Drake.t 

“A.M. Atsix strone. breezes and cloudy ; wind 8S. 
E. Tamar bearing N. W. by W.4 miles. At 8, wind 
increased to a strong gale, handed the fore-topsail, reef- 





* As inthe case of the Delight, Captain R. Hay, when 
sailing from Spithead for the ‘‘ Cape station ” in 1822, and 
which vessel has never been heard of since, It is supposed 
she foundered off the Isle of France. 

+The galley of flush-deck vessels stands on the ower 
deck. 

' Subsequently lost on the coast of Newfoundland, 
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ed the fore-sail, scudding with a or | sea running; 
not having seen the Tamar since 6 o’eclock. At mid- 
night strong gales. 

*© April 27th, A. M.—Wind 8S. E.—At 2, blowing a 
tremendous gale of wind ; took in the main-topsail— 
scudding until day-light. Finding it dangerous scudding 
any longer, took in the fore-sail, and brought to, with 
her head to the southward, and lightened ship of her 
top,” (astrange phrase, by the by.) ‘as much as possible. 
At noon hard gales, with a high sea running—P. M. 1 
h. 30 m.—Wind hauled to the N. E.—At midnight gale 
increased to a very high pitch, and several heavy seas 
struck the ship (brig.) 

“ April sth, A. MLA heavy sea struck the ship, 
and carried away the weather-hammock-rails and stanch- 
ions, stove in the weather ports and part of the bulwark. 
It was found absolutely necessary to lighten her, which 
we commenced by throwing overboard the lee-bower an- 
chor and the six-pound long-gun, also a quantity of stores 
we were taking to Newfoundland, and part of the ship’s 
stores and provisions, which were onthe LOWER DECK. 
At noon strong gales. ” ¢ 

Now by the foregoing extract it will be seen that this safe 

and efficient man of war was compelled to carry “ above 
hatches” a proportion of the provisions necessary to vic- 
tual a ship for the voyage, which under ordinary circum- 
stances, calculating for adverse winds, &c., seldom ex- 
ceeds three weeks, or a month at most. Consequently, 
for want of room in her hold, her lower deck alread 
too low and confined, was lumbered fore-and-aft wit 
cumbrous casks, which, to “lighten” the brig, and save 
her from foundering in the first gale of wind she encoun- 
tered in crossing the Atlantic, was together with “ the 
ee-bower anchor and long six-pounder ”’ all hove overboard, 
and “in the deep bosom of the ocean buried. ” 

It might have been said that a vessel of a larger size 
might have been similarly situated ; granted, but this ar- 
gument will tell against the “ Tenny.” The Tamar 
(28,) a vessel, though herself comparatively a wretched 
man of war, apprehended — of that imminent peril 
which we are led to infer by the brig’s log-book the 
Drake experienced. Though the Tamar in proportion 
to the size of the vessel, carried a much greater quanti- 
ty of stores than the Drake, yet the frigate’s log-book 1s 
silent on the subject of being reduced to the alternative 
of “cutting away anchors, or throwing overboard guns, 
stores and provisions.” And here it may be necessary 
to advert to the circumstance of the lumbered condition 
of the Drake’s lower deck, because, had the bri 
shipped at Spithead, « supernumerary stores ” for New- 
foundland, her *tween-decks would have been equally 
encumbered with the extra quantity of provision casks 
which she was compelled to carry “* above hatches ’’ for 
the voyage. ‘ 

It-may be urged that these vessels have distinguished 
themselves in battle. With the exception of the capture 
of the Manly Dutch gun-brig by the Onyx, which gal- 
lant achievement was chiefly attributable to the dexter- 
ous skill evinced on that occasion by the British com- 
mander in maneuvring his vessel, the writer is not aware 
of any instance in which aten-gun brig has captured 
her opponent in single combat. It is true that the * Ten- 
nys ” participated in the « untoward event ” of Navarino. 
In that affair one of these vessels, commanded by a 

young nobleman, is represented as having sunk her ad- 
versary on the first broadside! But of what description 
was her adversary? If we are correctly informed, a 
‘‘ miserable craft, ” fitted out as a fire vessel, being in 
fact fit for nothing else, and which a line of battle ship’s 
launch might have sunk with equal facility. 

With respect to the opinion advanced by Captain Pett- 
man, that ten-gun brigs are “‘ very superior sea-boats, ” and 
“exceedingly well calculated for packets, ” it is only ne- 
cessary to observe that two of them, which in 1827 sail- 
ed in that capacity for Falmouth have never since been 
heard of. One of them was commanded by Lieutenant 
Jewry, of the navy, an excellent seaman, and an officer 
who had been long accustomed to the management of 
that class of vessels. 

(CONCLUSION NEXT WEEK.) 
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To CorresponpEents.—“ Mack” renews his re- 
quest to publish ‘Garrison Chat, No. 1,’ and says he 
has several other numbers written. If he will forward 
them to us by a private conveyance, we can then better 
determine whether we will insert them, or not. The 
publishing of No. 1, would be no guarantee that we will 
publish No. 2, or any subsequent number, or any article 
in fact that we have had no opportunity to examine | 
The objection which we made before, to Garrison Chat, 
No. 1, still exists. 

If our correspondent in Alexandria will favor us with 
a call when he visits the city, we will state our objec» 
tions to his communications. 

R has our thanks for his account of a “ Fire at Sea; 
but the incident has gone the rounds, and its repetition 
would have little interest. 





CoMPLIMENT TO Cot. HENDERsSoN.—We have had 
an opportunity to examine the cane, presented to Col. 
Henderson, by the Officers of the Marine Corps. It is 
made of a piece of the original timber of the Corvette 
Cyane, captured in 1815 by the U. S. frigate Constitu- 
tion, under Commodore Stewart. Col. Henderson com- 
manded the Marine guard on that occasion. 

The cane has a gold head and a silver ferule, anda 
sword about nine inches in length. On one side of the 
blade is the following inscription :— 


“To Col. Archibald Henderson, Commandant of 
Marines, Commander of the guard on board the U. 8. 
frigate Constitution in the capture of H. B. M. Corvettes 
Cyane and Levant.” 


On the reverse side :— 


«This cane, being a piece of the original timber of the 
Cyane, is presented by the Officers of his Corps, Jan. 
Ist, 1836.” 


On the head are the words 
Cor. A. HENDERSON, 
U. S. Marine Corps. 

The cane is avery neat and chaste specimen of work 
manship, and the present is a manifestation of the re- 
spect and esteem entertained by the Officers of the Corps 
towards their Colonel. 





Colonel Dopce, of the regiment of Dragoons, it is 
thought, will be the Governor of the new Territory of 
Ouisconsin. 





Captain W. H. Chase, of the Engineer corps, was in- 
vited to a public dinner by the citizens of Pensacola, on 
his return home from Washington, but declined the com- 
pliment until the works of improvement now in progress 
should be completed. 

The correspondence will be inserted hereafter. 





FRENCH FLEET IN THE WeEstT INpIEs.—Vice Ad- 
miral Baron de Macau arrived at St. Pierres, Martinique, 
on the 6th March, in the ship Jupiter, as Governor of 
the Island and commander-in-chief of the French Naval 
forces in the West India seas; the frigate Terpsichore 
was in company. Onthe 5th, the line of battle ship 
Algiers and frigate L’Artemise arrived. The squadron 





on that station consists of two ships of the line, four fri- 
gates, two sloops of war, and two gun brigs. 
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Nava Skxetcu Book, Second Series: 2vols. 12mo. 
—CareEy AND Hart, Philadelphia, 1836. 

This work is attributed to Captain Chamier, of the 
British Navy, from whose pen we perceive another 
work—* Ben Brace, the last of the Agamemnons ”—has 
just been issued by the same enterprising publishers. 
We have looked over these Naval sketches; they 
have not much method or arrangement to boast of, being 
a species of Olla Podrida, skipping from prose to poe- 
try, and from poetry to prose, 

** From grave to gay, from lively to severe.” 

There is nothing in the edition before us to show 
whether it is a reprint from an English copy, or a col- 
lection of essays written at various times by Captain 
Chamier for the perodicals. If the writer had any ob- 
ject in view, beyond profit or fame, it was that of en- 
deavoring to effect by satire what reasoning would fail 
to accomplish, 

Forecastle dialogues are occasionally introduced to 
show the opinions of sailors upon naval matters. Opin- 
ions could be advanced in this way with much more 
freedom than by a labored effort at argument, and it is 
frequently resorted to. The absurdity of Cabinet mea- 
sures may be more forcibly illustrated by the broad hu- 
mor of the unsophisticated sailor, than by wire-drawn 
rhetoric of Statesmen or critics. 

Asa specimen of the author’s graver style, and as con- 
taining food for reflection for our legislators and Naval offi- 
cers, we insert part of a chapter on the value and effiency 
of 28-gun ships and ten-gun brigs. The conclusion will 
be given next week. 





ORGANIZATION OF THE NAVY. 

In another column will be found the bill, reported by 
Mr. Southard, Chairman of the Naval Committee, in 
the Senate on the 12th inst. 

It is only by mutual concessions from all the grades 
that any bill can pass through both Houses of Congress. 
One thing is certain: that no bill can possibly be fram- 
ed, which will not meet with opponents, many of them 
arising perhaps from personal considerations. We hope 
every minor prejudice will yield to the all pervading de- 
sire for the general good. That some organization 
should be given to the Navy must be admitted by all— 
inor out of the service. Whether that organization shall 
be limited to the present wants of the country, or be 
commensurate with the rank we ought to take and 
maintain as a naval power, is a question which may ad- 
mit a diversity of opinion. 

The bill before us makes a liberal provision for the 
navy, and should it become a law, will give to every 
grade below that of admiral a prospect of promotion— 
now and for some years past dismal and remote. 





Some time since, aletter, said to have been written by 
an officer of the U. S. Ship Natchez, was published in 
the Alexandria Gazette, reflecting upon the inhabitants 
of Buenos Ayres, and which caused much excitement 
when it became known there. We do not remember to 
have seen the letter, which was in all probability the 
production of a young, inexperienced officer, and never 
intended to meet the public eye. 

When this letter reached Buenos Ayres, Commodore 
Renshaw very promptly and properly tendered an apol- 








GO eee 
re sh the American Consul, for 
. injustice, and promised if the 
red, to report him to the Secre- 


ogy to the authoriti’ 
the act of indiscretic 
author should be 7 « 
tary of the Navy. 

The correspondence which passed on the occasion 
was inserted in the “ British Packet,” of the 19th De- 
cember, a newspaper published at Buenos Ayres in the 
English language, and will be found in another column ; 
also an article on the same subject from the Fredericks- 
burg Arena of the 8th ulto. 

We have heard officers frequently complain of the in- 
discretion of their friends in communicating to the press 
extracts from their letters, which were designed only 
for the family circle. 





Extract of a letier from an officer of the army dated 
Fort MitrcHetr, Ata. 
27 March, 1836. 

“TT attended a meeting of the chiefs of this nation 
[the Creeks] onthe 18th inst. and made all the enquiries 
about the number of Indians that have gone from this 
nation to the Seminoles ; and from what information I 
can get, the number is very small. The chiefs will not 
admit there are even twenty absent. I have made en- 
quiries from different sources, and am of the opinion that 
when the war is terminated, it will be known there are 
not one hundred Creeks among them. 

«¢ Mr. Flournoy and Mr. Watson went from this place 
to Florida, to see Gen. Scott, and returned witha letter 
from the General, stating that he would receive 500 war- 
riors from the Creeks, if they presented themselves, I 
called on the chiefs, and found it was a very unpopular 
thing among them. They thought (and very justly) 
that should they meet west of the Mississippi, it would 
create feelings towards each other, that could not be set- 
tled without the loss of lives. In consequence of the 
poor encouragement these two gentlemen received from 
the chiefs, they gave up the expedition. 


‘Lieut. Deas and Dr. Randall have returned to this 
place. ” 





ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. 


Ap. 13—Lieut. Col. D. E. Twiggs, 4th Inf’y. Col. Hun- 
ter’s, C street. 
Lt. J. M. Berrien, 5th Inf. Mrs. M’Pherson’s. 


Lt. R. 8S. Dix, 7th Inf. Gadsby’s. 
Col. H. Dodge, Dragoons, do. 
14—Lt. D. Ruggles, 5th Inf. do. 
Lt. W. H. Emory, 4th Art’y. « Fuller’s. 
‘ 16—Lt. D. 8S. Miles, 7th Inf. ~ Brown’s. 





LETTERS ADVERTISED. 
Washington, April 15, 1836. 


ARMY. Navy. 
Lieut. Robert C. Buchanan | Captain Charles Boarman 
Lieut. J. H. K. Burgwin4 | John Carlton 


Col. Henry Dodge 4 
Captain P. H. Galt 
Lieut. Geo. W. Morell 
Major R. B. Mason 
Lieut. J. N. Macomb 
Lieut. John Pickell 
Capt. H. Smith 

Lt. Colo. D. E. Twiggs 
Colo. George Talcott 


Lieut. S. W. Downing 
Lieut. Andrew Fitzhugh 
Comm’e. Isaac Hull 

P. Mid. Geo. N. Hawkins 
Lieut. Edwin W. Moore 
Lieut. Joseph Moorehead 
P. Mid. David Porter 
William Radford 

Lieut. John L. Sanders 





Philadelphia, April 15, 
Navy. 


Dr. N. C. Barrabino, 2—Com. C. Morris, 3—Lt. Tho- 
mas Turner. 
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WINTER IN THE West.—By letters from Fort Arm- 
strong, dated 10th March, we learn, that the winter had 
‘been extremely severe, the mercury on the morning of 
that day being 2° below 0, and no prospect of the ice 
leaving the river. Rock river, it was supposed, would 
not be clear before the Ist April, and the post would be 
abandoned about the 20th. The troops are under or- 
ders for Fort Snelling, at the Falls of St. Anthony, on the 
Upper Mississipp1. 
At Fort Crawford, Prairie du Chien, the thermometer 
stood, March 2—8° below zero 
5—5° below 
7—zero 
10—5° above zero 
11—6° below 
12—16° below 
The last day was the date of our letter. Our corres- 
pondent wishes us to suggest to the War Department to 
grant an additional allowance of fuel for the months of 
November and March; from the foregoing statement, it 
is evidently as much needed then as in the months of 
December, January, and February. 
As a contrast, we present the following from the Mo- 
bile Commercial Register of the 2d inst :— 


We have the pleasure to acknowledge a present of a 
fine dish of ripe strawberries, grown in the garden of 
Capt. B. Vincent, of this city. 





EDITOR’S CORRESPONDENCE. 


“U.S. Sure WarRREN, 
** Havana, 23 March, 1836. 


“My Dear Srr:—After being detained at Pensaco- 
la, by contrary winds, for a whole week, we got under 
way on Sunday last, the 20th inst., with a Norther, and 
were so fortunate as to bring it with us to this place, 
where we anchored at noon to-day. We were 75 hours 
in making the passage, thus averaging about six and a 
half knots per hour, and I assure you the “ Warrens” 
think this is “‘ not slow ’—if you will excuse a common 
expression. 

“We exchanged salutes with the Port, and Spanish 
Admiral, and received a visit of ceremony from a French 
man-of-war brig, lying near us. 

“We shall sail for Key West in a few days, to remain 
‘until the 15th April, and then for Pensacola again ; and, 
it is supposed, for Norfolk early in May. 

“All wellon board. The officers remain unchanged, 
with the exception of Lieut.G G. Williamson and Mid. 
W. Reid, left at the Pensacola Hospital, sick. ” 


~ 





WaAsuHINGTON’s BirtH Day 1n Friortpa.—Amid 
the bustle and turmoil of the camp, the officers of our 
army and the volunteers in Florida did not forget the na- 
tal day of the ‘ father of his country.’ 

A correspondent of the Augusta, Geo., Sentinel gives 
a long and vivid description of a celebration by the 
* Richmond Blues” at Fort Drane, and the toasts of- 
fered, for which we regret that we cannot find room at 
length. 


**On Monday morning, as usual, revelee was beat at 
half past 6 o’clock, when we all answered to our names, 
and were disinissed. Till that moment no plans had been 
concerted for the celebration of the 22d of February. 
But little time is required for preparation when under- 
taken with the proper spirit. After a little consultation 


in groups, it was unanimously agreed to call the men 
together immediately, and make the preliminary arrange- 
ments for the proper celebration of the day.” [A com- 
mittee of three was appointed to select an orator, and 
another committee of os to make the necessary ar+ 
rangements.] ‘In accordance with the duty assigned 
them, the first named committee waited on Lieutenant 
E. Starnes, who very promptly consented, at only four 
hours notice, to furnish us with an oration. In the 
ean time the committee of arrangements were actively 
:ngaged inthe performance of tne duties assigned to 
them, in the execution of which they acquitted theme 
selves with great credit. In fact we were all a commit- 
tee of arrangements—every one interested himself, and 
if our celebration was not exactly equal tothe great 
centennial in Philadelphia, it was not because we were 
tardy in our preparation, or wanting in patriotic spirit. 
Ten or a dozen set themselves about purchasing, killing, 
dressing and roasting several shoats—others set about 
erecting a table—others brought our field piece into the 
parade ground, and on it prepared a forum for our orator 
—while as many more busied themselves in scouring 
up our dishes, baking sodden bread, roasting sweet pota- 
toes, &c. Onenquify we were sorry to learn that there 
was no “ star-spangled banner”? at this post, the one be- 
longing to the regulars having been left at Fort King. 
What was to be done? It was impossible to celebrate the: 
day without the banner of our country. There was bu 

one course for us to remedy the evil, and that was to 
manufacture one. Accordingly we set ourselves abou 

it. Our captain contributed a red silk handkerchief 

which example was soon followed by others, and in 

very few moments we were in possession of ample mate 

rials for the construction of a banner. The handkex 

chiefs, blue, white and red, were placed in the handso. 
some of our number who were more handy with the nee. 
dle than the rest, and in a very short time our bannet 
was complete. Six men,each with his musket in his 
hand, one of the number having an axe, repaired to the 
woods in search of a * liberty pole.’? They shortly af- 
ter returned, bearing upon their shoulders a beautiful 
pine, as straight as an arrow, and measuring between 
fifty and sixty feet, having literally takenit from the for- 
est “ vi et armis.”? This beautiful pole was soon divest- 
ed of its rough exterior, and prepared for the flag—a hole 
was dug as *twere by magic, and the next moment we 
hailed with three hearty cheers our “liberty tree, ”’ be- 
ing the first banner that ever floated above the pine pick- 
etsof Fort Drane. It was impossible to expend much 
in getting up our dinner, even had we been so disposed. 
But this we did not desire. It was agreed that each mess 
should bring their rations to the same table, that we 


inviting the officers of the army, and other volunteers at 
the post, to dine with us. In addition to our usual al- 
lowance each mess was served with a canteen of wine, 
with which to treat our friends, and drink a few toasts, 
which the occasion must necessarily call forth. 
About one o’clock the Blues were formed in line, with all 
the other troops at the post, and marching from the parade 
ground to the gates of the pickets, escorted Gen. Clinch 
and his officers, with other invited guests, to the place 
which had been fixed upon for the délivery of the ora- 
tion. Soon after, the committee escorted Lieutenant 
Starnes to the forum, where he detivered us an oration 
on the subject of the birth day of Washington. I will 
not pretend to express the general approbation with 
which it was received. From the time allowed to pre- 

are, it was unreasonable to expect even a good oration, 
But judge of our agreeable surprise, when we were all 
ready to pronounce it equal to any, and superior in some 
respects to most of the vrations we had ever heard, even 
when weeks of time had been occupied in producing 
them. Its application was truly beautiful, and the many 
warm expressions of approbation by the officers were suf- 
ficient evidence to meat least, thattheir opinions did not 
vary much from my own. I will hereafter take occasion 
to give you some extracts, from my notes taken at the 





time. Afterthe oration, the corps was dismissed to pre- 
pare for dinner. At about half past 3 o’clock, the pre- 


raight enjoy a social repast, and have the opportunity of . 
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parations for dinner were completed, and so soon as the | as to the merits of different Infantry Maneuvres nearly 
guests had arrived, we proceeded to its organization, by always obtains, but, we have never known such general 


calling Capt. Robertson to preside, and appointing Lieut. 


approbation of, and satisfaction with, any work of the 


Martin to fill the place of Vice President at the foot of| kind as the Tactics of 1825 ; and such universal dissatis- 


the table. 


faction as with that of 1835, its successor. 


« At the‘roll of the drum, the Blues were formed and But to the “« Defence. * Ina paragraph of No. Ill, 
marched in proper order to the table ; where after the | H1npman takes occasion to say, that * A perverted mind 
invited guests were pointed to a stand, (not a seat,) we| sees ago, of beauty in mere order and simplicity. It 


partook of a sumptuous dinner, our table being laden| delights to 


ose itself in the mazes of involution, and 


with the best the land could afford, consisting of half| finds a subject grand or sublime in proportion to its bulk 

roasted shoat, sweet potatoes, not much better roasted,| and incomprehensibleness.” Now, as we have not 

and heavy bread, which — was not injured by| been very much delighted either in wading through the 
Ce) 


over-baking. Notwithstanding, 


wever, it was soon | ‘‘ mazes of involution, ” contained in the system of 1885, 


done, even to the crumb; and, judging from the fre-|or the *« bulk of incomprehensible”? nonsense found in 
quent ‘* pass the word for bread, ” another small cargo the ** Defence, ’” we conclude logically, that our mind is 
of the same quality would have met with the same|not “perverted.” As to that of Cratnrart, his has 


reception from our voracious banqueters. 


spoken for itself. Had Hinpman observed the same 


« At the tap of the drum, having no cloth to remove, |‘ order and simplicity,” which characterize Cratr- 
our table was cleared of the fragments, when the follow- | FA1T’s productions, these reinarks would not have been 


ing toasts were given : 


considered necessary. 


By the Committee of Arrangements.—“ The memory On the subject of firing in extended order, &c., we have 


of Washington. ”—Jn silence. 


reasons for coinciding in every respect with Clairfait. 


Ee, “1 For although our people are excellent marksmen, and 
me Be pects auus off lee tae. te hee ccanitted hitnselt our light Infantry active and intelligent, it follows not 


ina manner highly satisfactory to the company, and 


equally creditable to himself. 


that they can execute all that is requircd of them, when 
in the ranks, and obey all the different orders and coun- 


: . _ | ter-orders with the same facility and promptness as if the 
end & weet ote BR ge nthe Po were independent of each other, and the orders of their 
pM ager deportment has esbeséd So “Cheek eer con. superiors. The utmost confusion and the worst conse- 


fidence and esteem. 


quences would flow from a want of that ery d 


, hich Clairfait has thought so desirable, but which Hin 
By Capt F.M. Robertson, of the Blues.—To the mem- | “ ; 8 : dy 
ory ye fin Revolutionary ee aves have | man deems entirely unnecessary. This, we think, is so 
assed since they unfurled our proud banner to the | S¢!f-evident to every practical officer that it needs no 
reeze, yet thousands of their sons are now ready to de- 4 Po eke. therefore is ody dt 
fend it, either from European insult, or savage dishonor. indman thinks, (as we are induced to suppose 
Gen. Clinch being unable to attend in consequence of | from the citing of the classical anecdote at the termina- 
domestic afflictions, (recent death in his family,) sent |!" . in bg , ‘e" grrr any _— by pra. 
the following sentiment, which was read by Lieutenant | EW ,*2e 18, fo. De the production of an merican 


Jones. 


pen,” and criticised accordingly, he errs greatly, we as- 


The Richmond Blues.—Their strict military discipline |S¥7° him. We know the work to be a bad translation of 
and martial bearing, gives the best guarantee, that |# French work, with occasional “interpolations, ” some 
should they meet the savage foe, they will realize the ; for etter, _ ey for pepe And such being the 
highest and best hopes of their friends, and justify the ogo pe fall ° le to remark, that the printed title page 
future historian in inscribing their names high among |‘S,00) 80 {ull anc explanatory as it ought to be, for those 


the defenders of their country. 


who know not whence it ( the Tactics ) came. 


The following toast was handed to the President by P _ No. VHI. 
Lieut. C. Graham, who, not having recovered from a|_ In this number, Hindman quotes the following from 
wound received in the chin at the battle of Withlacoo- | Clairfait: ‘‘In some cases important fundamental exer- 


chee, was unable to read it :— 


cises are omitted which are subsequently referred to, as 


The noble svirits of Georgia, who have so opportunely | though they had been learned. ” 


come to our aid— 
** A friend in need, is a friend indeed. ”’ 


And then adds, “ No specification is given.” Clair- 
fait, no doubt, like ourselves, deemed this unnecessary. 


‘ ‘ But, as there are some grognards, who need proof posi- 
By Lieut. F. L. Jones—When called in the day of |;; t th eciaygest . 4 
strife to beat the savage foe, let our motto be that of ive thet they possess no brsine, we presume an. engi 


the gallant Col. Miller, ‘ I’ll try, sir. ” 


nation is indispensable. In paragreph 251, in inspec- 


’ ; tion of Arms, the recruits is required to face to the right 
By Lieut. Brooks, U S.army.—The Richmond Blues. | ang a half :—in paragraph oa. is seen. the divection 

May they return from the battle field, crowned with vic-|« Bach man in this. will half face to the right, &c.” 

tory, and enjoy among their friends the honors which : pies 


their bravery will have conferred upon them. 


Now as “ half-facing ” is not taught or explained among 


c the facings, we repeat, that an important fundamental 
By Lieut. Dancy, U. S. A.—The Orator of the Day.— | exercise is omitted, and subsequently referred to. To 
May his companions in arms practise as well as he 


preaches the virtues of Washington. 


this Hindman himself agrees; but, at the same time, 


“ Th : e ‘ ° 
Dp Lied, Prince, U. &. .£.—The eration in the wil- says e greater including the less, when recruits 


derness, on the Birth day of Washington. It wasa glo- 


rious exhalation out of the bosom of nature. 








COMMUNICATIONS. 


had once been taught to face forty-five degrees of the 
circle, as in No. 109, no particular instruction was need- 
ed to enable them to face twenty-two and a half, every 
movement of the feet being the same.” Granted, most 
‘learned Theban!” When a recruit has been taught 





THE NEW INFANTRY TACTICS. 
No. II. 


Mr. Eprror—Of Nos. 'III. V. VI. and VII. of the 
‘Defence’ we have little to say, except, what is doubt- 
less apparent to every reader, that their contents do not 
convince one of the superiority of the book of 1835, 
notwithstanding their great volume. Argument! Sir, 
argument is wanted in such an undertaking. Not what 
the Commission did—not what the Ordinance did, nor, 
that the Ordinance and Commission disagreed on certain 
points. Every one knows that a diversity of opinion 


to face forty-five degrees, he has been taught to half 
face; but, when he has not, he has yet to learn it; and 
as paragraph 109, referred to above, directs an entire 
face, that is, ninety, and not forty-five degrees, as Hind- 
man supposes, there should be an extra paragraph for 
that purpose, to supply the omission mentioned by Clair- 
fait, and which Hindman says was a ‘‘ useless interpola- 
tion made by General Scott in 1825 ”’—we have only 
to say, itis to be regretted, that the General did not 
continue in his old ways, and interpolate’ the half face, 
back step, side step and balance step, into “ our book ” of 
1835. The same remarks on the back step might be 
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made, as on the half-face, it being referred to, in a sub- 
sequent part of the system. As to “arms port,” which 
was omitted entirely in the first printed copy, Clairfait 
only adverted to it, because in it was a motion required 
by the old and new Regulations, from the sentinels on 
being relieved, without saying a word on the effect a 
change from arms port to shoulder arms might have on 
a line of troops. 

We next find Clairfait accused of making a “‘shame- 
less assertion,” when he says that the three rank forma- 
tion is the basis of the new work, to which every thing 
is sacrificed,—and then asks ‘“‘ What is sacrificed?” 
Why, my “ weak brother!” the explanations of the ma- 
neuvres for two ranks are sacrificed to those for three, 
and to prove this too, we cite the following, which, if 
we mistaké not, appears in more instances than one. 

«If there be no centre rank, the foregoing movements 
will be executed by the same commands and the same 
principles, except &c.” 

Thus burthening the mind with two arrangements for 


. the same movements, one of which is not in use, but 


which is considered the principal in theory, and to which 
‘all is sacrificed, ”” we contend. 

As to the long rigmarole about colors—what General 
Scott did in 1814—and the ae that the Presi- 
dent will order the extra color, of each pair now in use, 
into depot, we have little to say: but, this ordering the 
colors of our regiments into depot, reminds us of the 
cook’s recipe which begins, 

‘« First catch a Turbot, &c. ”’ 

Commanps.—Of these, and their inordinate lengths, 
which Clairfait condemns, and rightly too, we shall only 
say, that they speak for themselves, ( we wish this were 
the case on the field) and we have heard it mentioned, 
that a British battalion could form square against caval- 
ry, whilst the command according to our Tactics, for 
such movement was being issued, even, if it were “‘sput- 
tered out hke buck-shot fom a musket. ” 

From the frequent cries of “specification!”  speci- 
fication ! ”’ we were induced to believe brother Hindman 
a matter of fact character, in some degree; but, when 
we got into the poetical mazes which ornament the lat- 
ter part of the “‘ Defence” instead of reacing 

** Tarry, dear Cousin Suffolk! ” 
we said to ourselves, how it is to be regretted that 
the Translator did not avail himself of the services of 
this imaginative friend, when the work was being pre- 
pared, with a view to introduce some of the orthography 
also of Shakspeare, so well suited to a military work, of 
the present day. 
ith these few crude remarks, hastily thrown to- 
ether, we beg leave to close the discussion of a subject, 
oy no means interesting, but which was resumed, solely 
to satisfy readers, not the most attentive, that Clairfait 
has not misquoted, nor given statements without being 
able to substantiate them, if necessary. Whether, in 
the absence of our friend, we have accomplished this, 
is lett to the judgments of your readers. 
PHILO-CLAIRFAIT. 





REVOLUTIONARY INCIDENT. 

An old gentleman, one of the few survivors of Lee’s 
cdlebeated partizan legion, gave me the following ac- 
count of a charge made by a detachment of that gallant 
corps, which he pronounces the most effective it ever 
made. If you think it worthy of a place in your jour- 
nal, Mr. Editor, please give it an insertion. 

We were lying near Fort Granby, said he, watching 
the movements of the British army, and seeking daily 
for opportunities to cut off its supplies, orany detached 
Lovina that might be pushed out. Early one morning, 

aptain Armstrong, the most dashing, headlong and gal- 
lant fellow of our corps, was detached with twelve men, 
on a reconnoitring expedition, and during the afternoon 
of the same day, Captain Eggleston was sent out witha 

arty of eighteen on the like errand in a different direc- 
fon Towards evening the parties met, and soe | 
formed a junction, retired into a piece of wood whic 
skirted the road, and which though prostrated, apparent- 
ly by a tornado, yet afforded sufficient cover to hide us 





from casual observation, when dismounted ; while at the 
same time, it enabled us to see every thing passing on 
the road. We threw ourselves on the ground, under the 
broad canopy of heaven, as was our usual custom, not 
being possessed of tents, and slept soundly, having first 
fastened the bridles of our horses to our hands. At break 
of day, having aroused ourselves from sleep, while some 
were idly lounging about, and others standing chatting, 
in groups, a woman, wrapped in a red cloak, and mount- 
ed on horseback, passed by. Some of the men, for want 
of better employment, kept following her with their 
eyes as she rode along. Presently she turned into a 
road which intersected the one that ran in front of our 
osition, and led to the British camp. It was skirted by 
igh fences on either side that terminated at the wood in 
which we were. As they continued watching her pro 
gress, their eyes fell suddenly upona party of sixty Bri- 
tish dragoons, who were approaching her from their 
camp, on a foraging expedition. They rode up to her, 
and during their conversation, her pointing frequently 
towards the spot where we were stationed, soon convine- 
ed us that she had discovered our position, and was im- 
parting her knowledge to them. ell aware of what 
was likely to ensue, we all, without waiting for orders, 
mounted our horses, and sat in silent expectation. ‘ What 
shall we do?” said Eggleston, turning to Armstrong. 
** Charge them by J——s! ” replied the tier, and at the 
same time mounting his horse, called out, ‘twelve men 
follow me,” and dashed down the road towards them at full 
speed, without stopping a moment to weigh the chances 
or hazard of an encounter, with a force so vastly his su- 
erior. The enemy, seeing two bodies of cavalry issue 
rom the road, drew up his line facing us, and sat firm- 
ly, pistol in hand, waiting our approach. As Armstro 
rode up, they fired at his party, but so hurriedly that not 
a shot took effect, and before they had time to draw their 
sabres, he burst in upon them “like a thunder clap, ” 
overturning whole ranks, and cutting them down in eve- 
ry direction. 

Eggleston now joined, and the slaughter became terri- 
ble; for they trusting, in the first instance, that the fire 
of their pistols would either check or repulse us, had 
made no attempt to draw their swords, until we were 
hand to hand with them. Such attempt when made was 
in most cases rendered of no avail by the ardor and gal- 
lantry of our men, who unhorsed them before the sabre 
had left its sheath, or dealt a blow in defence of its 
wearer. Resistance was now changed to flight, and 
while pressing their flying ranks, in the chase, we were 
forced to cut down many who had ceased to resist, as a 
regard to our own safety, and their numerical strength, 
forbade their being left unharmed and — of doing 
us injury,in therear. Hemmed in on both sides by 
fences, and mounted on sorry horses, this last resource 
availed them so little, that but one of the whole roo @ es- 
caped capture or death, and so hotly did we pursue him, 
that the outer line of sentinels was passed, and one of 
them captured, before we reinedin. The detachment 
captured, formed a part of the army, underthe command 
of Lord Rawdon. 

General Lee has mentioned the circumstance in his 
Memoirs, but is incorrect in the minor details. Hesays 
Eggleston was detached with 30 dragoons, to join Arm- 
strong, who had been eee sent out with a party 
—and that 45 only of the enemy’s dragoons were taken. 
The fact is we numbered in all but 30 men, and captur- 
edor killed 60 of the enemy, including the sentinel. 
Capt. —— was thanked in general orders ; but the 
glory of the achievement belongs manifestly to Arm- 
strong. The former was of a cautious disposition, and 
snobakiy never would have hazarded his command in such 
an attack, unless compelled. as in the present instance, 
by the necessity of supporting his daring comrade. 

TOMPION. 


An ImprompTu—and a good one, by a traveller—a 
better description of a sea voyage than volumes could be : 
Two things break the monotony 
Of an Atlantic trip ; 
Sometimes, alas, you “‘ ship a sea,” 
And sometimes see a ship. 
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DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 





FLORIDA CAMPAIGN. 

The latest accounts from the south favor the impres- 
sion that the Indians have scattered, and would retreat 
into the everglades, where it will be impossible to follow 
them until the rainy season is past. They may possibly 
be induced to comply with the terms of the treaty to re- 
move to the west; but as nothing short of this will be 
listened to by our government, should they obstinately re- 
fuse to be removed, the war must be protracted through 
the summer and fall, at much expense and suffering. 

We gather the following particulars from the latest 
southern papers we have seen. 


On the 26th March, Gen. Eustis took up the line of 
march for Fort Drane and proceeded three miles where 
he encamped, and started early on the 27th. Major 
Gates is left in command of Volusia, with about 300 
regulars and volunteers, the greater part of whom are 
invalids. 

A straggling party of Indians, immediately after the 
departure of Gen. Scott from Fort Drane, stole 6 horses 
and mules which were grazing in the immediate neigh- 
borhood of that post. They also stole and carried off a 
valuable stud of 6 horses folbngien to Gad Humphreys, 
Esq., at Fort Micanopy. 

It would seem from the information received from 
Fort Drane, that they mean to continue in a state of 
hostility and not abide by their propositions to Gen. 
Gaines. They have retreated further south into the 
Peninsula, and it turns out, as was suspected, to be a 
mere ruse on their part to gain time to transport their 
families into their strong holds. 


Gren. Macoms.—We are gratified to observe that 
this distinguished officer did not find it necessary to in- 
terfere with the plans of Gen. Scorr. Gen. M. was 
conveyed in the Dolphin on board the U. S. Cutter Jef- 
ferson, Capt. Jackson, last Wednesday, and intended to 
proceed from St. Augustine with that accomplished sea- 
man, to Tampa Bay, Pensacola, and New Orleans. We 
presume that he will also touch at Key West.—Savan- 
nah Georgian. 


The Augusta Geo. Sentinel of April 8, says :—* We 
have a rumor, whose foundation we cannot trace, that 
Gen. Evstis has been killed in Florida, in an Indian 
skirmish. ” 

The same paper contains the following intelligence 
from Florida :—* Col. Strong, attached to the Staff of 
General Pope, arrived in this city yesterday afternoon. 
He left Picolata on Saturday last, and passed through 
Jacksonville at 10 o’clock on Sunday. We have not 
seen Col. S. but understand that Gen. Pope and Staff 
are on their return home—Gen. Macomb deeming their 
services unnecessary. We learn further, that Gen. Ma- 
comb would not assume the command, but leave Gen. 
Scott to carry out the campaign; and that it was sup- 
posed all the troops from Georgia would shortly be dis- 
charged, as the recent movements of the army would 
probably terminate the war.” 


From Masor Gen. Scorr.—We are put in posses- 
sion of some interesting information from Florida, by a 
— of the Louisiana Volunteers, who left Fort 

rane on Monday. Gen. Scott marched to the Ouithla- 
coochee on the 25th ult. with his whole force. The 
Louisiana Volunteers had proceeded to Tampa Bay, 
where they were to be disbanded. We regret to learn 
that 100 of this gallant brigade were on the sick list. 

It was generally believed when our informant left that 
the Indians had retreated to the everglades, and many 
were known to be in the rear of Gen. Scott’s army. It 
was pretty well ascertained that Oseola alone, of all the 


was entertained of getting the Indians to stand another 
regular engagement.— Tallahassee Floridian, 2d inst. 


From the Savannah Georgian, April 11. 


**PicoLaTA, Florida, 
April 6th, 1836. 

I did intend to write you at some length by the Flori- 
da, but she comes, and is off, giving us no time to write. 
We have no news whatever from the army since it left 
Fort Drane, and are therefore apprehensive that our 
troops have gone to Tampa without finding the enemy. 
One thing is certain, the passage of the Withlacoochee 
has not been disputed, nor has any battle been fought in 
that vicinity, or we would have been apprized of it. 

The centre of the army marched from Fort Drane in 
two columns, with the provisons, &c. between them—the 
right column under the command of Gen. Smith, of 
Louisiana, and the left commanded by Col. Bankhead. 
Every precaution was taken to guard against surprise. 
Gen. Eustis’s column marched from Volusia, and Col. 
} Lindsay’s, from Tampa, about the same time that the 
army left Fort Drane. 

Florida is the worsf country in the world to make war 
in. No supplies—no means of a 

If I can get any thing authentic, 1 will write you by 
next boat. 


From the Jacksonville Courier, April 7. 
THE WAR. 


Nothing definite has been heard from Gen. Scott since 
the report of his cannon announced his arrival at the 
Withlacoochee, on the 29th ult. Shortly after the troops 
left Fort Drane, the Indians burnt the place of Mr. 
Brooks, about four miles from the Fort. From the lat- 
est accounts, it would appear that the Indians are scat- 
tering. Trails have been discovered leading in different 
directions from the nation. They recently stole four or 
five horses from Col. G. Humphreys, near Micanopy, 
and have driven off several cattle. Should the Indians 
separate into straggling parties, it will be impossible to 
remove them this spring, and we shall be the prey of a 
roving enemy, driven to desperation by the prospect be- 
fore them, by hunger and starvation, or death. Total 
ruin must await the citizens of Alachua, unless Govern- 
ment come to their relief. 

Mr. Lowe, who arrived from Alachua last evening, 
brings the news that Col. Lindsay met the Indians a few 
miles the other side of the Withlacoochee, before he had 
joined Gen Scott. Col. Lindsay fired upon the Indians, 
who, after returning the fire, fled to the hammock.— 
Thirty Indians were found dead. Only one white man 
was killed. Further particulars, and the consequences 
of this engagement, we are unable to learn. 

The steamer Santee reached this place last night. She 
left Volusia Sunday morning. Nothing bad been heard 
from General Eustis since the day after he left Volusia. 

Three divisions of the army must have met ere this ; 
the consequences we are anxious to learn. 

Some invalids, who arrived a few days since from Vo- 
lusia, report that of seven hundred men belonging to 
Col. Brisbane’s regiment, three hundred were unable to 
proceed on the march, through sickness, occasioned b 
the hardships to which the men were unaccustomed, 
and the prevalence of the measles among them. Poor 
fellows, they doubtless find that fighting the Indians is 
not * what it was cracked up to be.” 

Brigadier Gen. Porg has been honorably discharged 
from the service of the United States by Major General 
Macomb, there being no need of so large a force from 
Georgia as a brigade. 

We learn, moreover, that Col. Crane is instructed to 
discharge likewise the battalion of mounted infantry 
under Major Ross, which reached Newnansville on 
Tuesday evening, and is daily expected at Picolata, 
from the same State, as soon as it shall arrive. Its ser- 
vices in the estimation of the commanding officers in 
Florida not being required. 
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eady left, will leave this evening, in the Florida, for 
avannah. : 
By the arrival of the Dolphin, from St. Augustine, 
= that Gen. Macoms left for Tampa Bay yes- 
ierday. 


THREATENED HOSTILITIES OF THE INDIANS, 


Correspondence of the Baltimore Patrriot. 


Near Fort Gipson, A. T’y. 
March 14, 1836. 


Things in this quarter look as if we were to have 
trouble ere Jong with the Indians on the Grand Prairie. 

An Express arrived at head quarters a few days since, 
announcing to Gen. Arbuckle that the Camanches and 
Pawnees had murdered all the Traders at Coffee’s Tra- 
ding House, on Red River, in the Pawnee country.— 
One man only escaped; he has arrived here and de- 
scribed the massacre as dreadful; fifty or sixty Ameri- 

‘cans and some Creeks and Osages were buchered. 

It was near Coffee’s Trading House that the Treaty 
last year was made with the Camanches and Pawnees, 
but owing to Col. Dodge not being there agreeably to 

romise, the treaty was torn up, and Tekegaine, a 

erce and savage Camanche warrior, warned Gen. Cof- 
fee and his men to leave their country; his not com- 
plying has been fatal to them all. Our men who saw 
the Camanches last summer, describe them as a fierce, 
warlike race of men, well mounted and armed with a 
lance and shield. They are a wandering tribe, and we 
may look for them all next summer without even cross- 
ing their trail. There is no doubt that the United 
States will resent these murders, and we will march 
from here as soon as the grass will admit our horses 
living on it. The whole regiment of Dragoons will 
concentrate and be joined by the 7th Infantry, now 
at Fort Gibson. Chilly McIntosh, the Creek Warrior, 
swears venyeance against the Pawnees and Camanches, 
and he will no doubt add six or seven hundred warriors 
to our command. We are making every preparation, 
and we shall get off, I suppose, by the Ist of May, or 
sooner. 

Gen. Arbuckle has put Fort Gibson in zood repair, 
and mounted field pieces in the block houses, so that 
should our neighbors ever make an attack, they will 
find things in better preparation than at poor Major 
Dade’s command. 


From the Globe, April 16. 


We understand that information has been received at 
the Adjutant General’s Office from General Brooke, 
commanding at Green Bay, stating that a war belt from 
the Seminoles is circulating among the Winnebagoes, 
and that there is reason to apprehend that these latter 
Indians may be induced to commit hostilities against 
our settlements. 

The state of things — the Indians generally, seems 
to render an increase of the army indispensably neces- 
sary. We are satisfied that the best arrangement which 
can be made, with respect to all the Indians living with- 
in our settled frontier, is to remove them without delay. 
The proposition made by the Secretary of War to the 
military committees of both Houses, seems to us to pre- 
sent the best plan which can be adopted for protecting 
our settlements against Indian depredations. This plan 
proposes that a military road should be opened from 
somewhere near St. Peters, on the Mississippi, to Red 
River. That a cordon of posts should be established 
along this road, supplied with proper garrisons, and 
with all the munitions of war, and means of subsistence, 
necessary for immediate operations. That the dragoons 
‘should be kept ranging along it, during all the open 
season of the year, and that all the garrisons in the 
Indian frontier, within this line, should be transferred to 
it as soon as the removal of the Indians from their 
neighborhood will permit. As the subject is interes- 
ting to the western country, we shall publish this re- 
port as soon as we can find room to do it. 





BUENOS AYRES. 
From the Fredericksburg, Va. Arena, March 8. 


A friend on board the United States ship Ontario, in 
a letter, dated Rio Janeiro, Dec. 8th 1835, sends us the 
following translation of an article which appeared in 
the Gaceta of Buenos Ayres, in consequence of the 
publication in the papers of this country, last year, of 
the letter of an officer of the U. S. ship Natchez, in 
which the writer spoke disrespecfully of the character 
of the Argentine constituted authorities and of the mo- 
rality of the people. Our friend had seen the letter al- 
luded to in the Arena, and seems to be under the im- 
pression that it appeared there originally. This is not 
the case; we copied it from a northern paper. It gives 
us great pleasure to insert the comments of the Gaceta. 
not merely as a simple act of justice, but as illustrating, 
in aremarkable manner, the sensibility to eee opin- 
ion here of a people ina remote quarter of the Globe, 
differing from us in language, laws and religion, but 
connected by the ties of commerce. 

“Tt is an inveterate infirmity of foreigners to speak 
of us at random, and without the least respect to pro- 
priety. This frailty so often exhibited by writers abroad, 
is common even to those who have been some time in 
the country, and lay claim to impartiality.” 

It is not long since we read, in a Spanish Journal, a 
reproach similar to the above, which appears to have 
been prompted by the same feeling of just indignation 
which the Argentines are frequently led to entertain, 
from the ungrateful return made by some foreigners to 
— it has been their ill-fated lot to concede an asy- 
um. 

After refuting the diatribes which appeared in some 
French Journals, we have perused a New York paper 
containing a letter from no Jess a personage than an 
officer of the U. S. sloop-of-war Natchez, written from 
this place, under date 10th March last, to a friend in 
Alexandria. Accustomed as we have been to see, in 
foreign newspapers, the most ridiculous absurdities and 
revolting calumnies against this country and its princi- 
pal citizens, we had, by this time, acquired a certain 
degree of impassiveness in this respect; but we must 
confess that the perusal of this officer’s letter has opera- 
ted to re-animate our indignation, in which we doubt 
not, our readers will partake on being acquainted with 
the infamous libel in question. It is in compendium 
as follows :—The writer in the first place, speaks of our 
public men, and vents the most atrocious calumnies 
against the illustrious Brigadier* Estanislao Lopez, Go- 
vernor and Captain General of Santa Fe. He next de- 
livers, with an admirable tone of self-satisfaction, his 
opinion respecting political affairs, and prognosticates 
no very propitious consequences from a certain fancied 
revolt of the troops without the walls (! )—He then an- 
nounces the departure of the Commodore;to setile some 
disturbances in Montevideo,(!!)in the same manner as 
the Captain of the Erie had previously quelled an insur- 
rection of the inhabitants of Bahia (!!! )—and finally 
concludes with a description of this country and its in- 
habitants, by uttering the following barefaced and in- 
solent assertions : 

“This is a delightful place, and would be a perfect 
paradise, had they proper persons to people it; but the 
present inhabitants are a blood-thirsty set. The ladies 
are very numerous and beautiful, the average is six fe- 
males to one male, and a more licentious set never 
breathed. The more sweet-hearts a married lady has, 
the more virtuous she is considered.” 

Is not this the acme of the most refined and brutal 
malignity? * * * However, we are not surprised 
that these indecorousaspersions have Leen penned ; for 
we are aware that, although the writer follows a profes- 
sion which is honored by many men who cherish the 
most noble feelings, an officer, and a man of yeracity, 
are not always synonymous terms. We can likewise 
conceive how a man, after receiving in our social cir- 
cles the obsequious attentions so characteristic of Ar- 
gentime urbanity, and after enjoying all the benefits of 
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the kindest hospitality—we can, we repeat, conceive 
how such a man could turn round and revile the very 
people to whom he was indebted for those unmerited fa- 
vours; for we know too well, that, to such a degree of 
baseness can some depraved minds descend. But, what 





we cannot satisfactorily comprehend is, that men of 
acknowledged acquirements, and who, moreover, dis- 


oon een ae 
forces of the U.S. on the coasts of Brazil, &c., by the 
subscriber, and of the communication received in reply. 

Having thus received a confirmation of his own betief 
that the letter which has been the subject of the above- 
mentioned notes, cannot have been the production of an 
officer of the U. S.navy, and considering that the fal- 


| sities and calumnies of the said letter are too palpable 
charge a delicate trust, which supposes in those who | 


and extravagant to require, or even to admitof a circum- 


exercise it good sense and correct judgment, should | stantial refutation ; the undersigned conceives it to be 
lend themselves to be the organs of the vile productions | his duty to otter to H. E., on his own and the part of 


of any malicious or presumptuous dolt, who may wish 
to occupy their columns. e are more surprised at this 
conduct on the part of those editors, as they have ever 
evinced the most keen sensitiveness on the subject of 
national honor, and have deprecated in the most just and 
energetic terms, the exaggerated tales of some foreign- 
ers who have visited their shores. Still, neither Mrs. 
Trollope nor Fanny Kemble, whatever may have been 
the freedom in which they indulged, never went so far 
as to stigmatize so atrociously the character of a whole 

eople, as the officer alluded to, has done. Neverthe- 
ess the presses teemed for some time with the most 
indignant strictures upon them; the audacity of the li- 
bellers was censured in the strongest language; and the 
duties of foreigners undertaking to write on other coun- 
tries, were properly defined; and now, by some unac- 
countable contradiction, the conductors of these very 


presses appear to have forgotten the salutary principles 


they inculcated with so much warmth, when they them- 
selves were immediately affectea. 

These proceedings cannot but create a deeply mor- 
tifying feeling. This, however, is somewhat assuaged 
by the reflection that the generality of the citizens of 
the United States, in like manner as the French, resi- 
dent in this city, are among the first to condemn and de- 

lore the aberrations of a few infatuated or malignant 
individuals, which so manifestly tend to involve a whole | 
community.” 





* The following is the text of the imputation to which the 
Gaceta alludes :—The people are in constant dread of being 
attacked by General Lopez, a great outlaw, and should they 
receive an attack from that quarter, there will be some 
blood-letting. Lopez and his followers have no family 
here, and he is represented as being a very cruel and ty- 
ranical man, 


From the British Paclret, Dec. 19. 

In consequence of an article which appeared in the 
Gaceta Mercantil of the 13th ult., (and which we copied 
in our No, 482,) in renrobation of the aspersions con- 
tained in the Alexandria Gazette, the Consul of the Unit- 
ed States resident in this city, and the Commodore of 
the United States squadron on this station, have offici- 
ally noticed the subject ;—the particulars thereof will be 
found amongst the official documents in our journal of 
this day. The Gaceta Mercantil of 12th inst., contains 
the following article upon the occasion : 

‘“< With the greatest satisfaction we publish the note of 

the Consul of the United States of North America, and 
the documents to which it refers; which are alike hon- 
orable to the Consul, and to Commodore Renshaw, 
Commander of the naval forces of-the United States on 
the coasts of Brazil. 
@ ‘“‘ We have not been deceived in the hope which we 
entertained at the time of noticing the unpleasant publi- 
cation which appeared in the Alexandria Gazette against 
our country, that both the authorities and the citizens of 
the United States would deprecate this production; and 
thus it appears from the satisfactory documents to which 
we allude, and which constitute an Lonorable act of jus- 
tice.” 





(TRANSLATION.) 
Consulate of the United States of America, 
Buenos Avres. 7th December, 1835. 
To His Excellency D. Felipe Arana, Minister of Foreign 
Relations. 
The undersigned, Consul of the United States of Ame- 





rica, has the honor to transmit to H. E. translations of a 
note directed to the Commander-in-Chief of the naval 


all his tellow-citizens resident in this city, known to him, 
assurances of their having felt the greatest annoyance 
and displeasure from the publication referred to, and that 
an Editor of the United States should have permitted 
himself to become the dupe of an imposition so gross. 
The undersigned renews to H. E. the Minister of For- 
eign Relations, assurances of his high respect and con- 
sideration. EBEN RITCHIE DORR. 


Consulate of the United States of America, 
Buenos Ayres, December 5, 1835. 
Commodore James Renshaw, commanding the U. S. naval 
forces on the coast of Brazil, &c §c. §c. 

Srr,—I have seen with much regret, in the * Gaceta 
Mercantil ” of this city, of the 13th November, a notice 
of a letter said to have been originally published ina 
newspaper of Alexandria in the U.S8., and which pur- 
ports to have been written by an officer of the U. S. 
ship Natchez. 

The said letter appears, from the notice, to be singu- 
larly abusive of the Government and people of this 
country ; and, although in itself deserving only of con- 
tempt, has been made so much a matter of notoriety by 
its contents having been thus commented on, that1 aim 
desirous to do whatever may be in my power to counter- 
om “4 unfavourable impression which has been thus pro- 

uced. 

Confident of your readiness to aid in this endeavour, 
it is the object of this note to request you will furnish 
me, in reply, such communication as you may think fit 
on the subject, with a view to lay the same beiore H. E. 
the Minister of Foreign Relations. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

E. R. DORR, Consul U. S. A. 


U.S. Surp Erte, 
Buenos Ayres, 5th December, 1835. 

Dear Sir,—I am at this moment inreceipt of your 
letter of this date, in relation to the notice of a letter in 
the «« Gaceta Mercantil ” of this city, said to have been 
originally published in a newspaper printed at Alexan- 
dria,in the United States of America, and purports to 
Lave been written by an officer of the U: S. ship 
Natchez, one of the vessels attached to the squadron 
stationed on the coast of Brazil, under my command. 

I hasten in reply to assure you, the subject of the let- 
ter becoming a matter of so much notoriety at this place, 
from its contents, is no less regretted by you than my- 
self ; nor can you, my dear Sir; be more desirous by all 
proper means to remove the unfavourable impression said 
to have been produced by it, thanI am. Iam yet at a 
loss to find the writer of the offensive and anonymous 
letter, amongst the officers of the Natchez. An associa- 
tion of upwards of fifteen months with the gentlomen of 
that ship, and knowing full well that they, with myself, 
have properly appreciated the many kind attentions re- 
ceived from the Portenos, and foreigners resident at 
Buenos Ayres, forbids the belief that it is the produc- 
tion of any one of them. Still, should I hereafter find 
I have estimated my friends in the Natehez too favorably, 
and discover in any one of them the author of the letter 
complained of, the offence will be brought before the 
Hon. the Secretary of the Navy, by whom justice will 
be properly and promptly applied. 

I am, Dear Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
JAMES RENSHAW, 
Commanding the U.S. naval force 
on the coast of Brazil. 
To E. R. Dorr, U. S. Consul, Buenos Ayres. 
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DEPARTMENT OF FoREIGN AFFAIRS, 

Buenos Ayres, December 10th, 1835. } 
26th year of the. Liberty, 20th ot the Independence, and 
6th of the Argentine Confederation. 

To the Consul of the Bnited States of America. 

The undersigned, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
Government of Buenos Ayres, has received the note of the 
Consul of the U. States of North America, dated 7th of 
the current month, to which he has been pleased to annex 
his communication to Commodore Renshaw, Command- 
erof the naval forces of North America on the coasts 
of Brazil, and the reply of the Commodore, in reference 
to a letter published in the Alexandria Gazette, in the 
United States, said to have been written by an officer of 
the corvette Natchez, under the command of Commo- 
dore Renshaw ; and which letter appears to have the 
sole object of calumniously vituperating the Govern- 
ment and inhabitants of this country. 

His Excellency being made acquainted with said note 
and accompanying copies, has ordered the undersigned 
‘to manifest to the Consul of the United States of North 
America, that the Government is much pleased to learn 
by them the just and laudable sentiments by which the 

yonsul and Commodore Renshaw are actuated ; and that 
H. E., grateful for the zeal which they have shown in of- 
fering assurances of their displeasure and disapproba- 
tion of the publication referred to, and the active inte- 
rest which they manifest in tendering satisfaction for 
the offence which was offered to the Government, and 
Argentine people, by the infamous publication in the 
Alexandria Gazette, has ordered the undersigned, in re- 
ly to the Consul, to express in his name these kind 
eelings. FELIPA ARANA. 

CHARLESTON AND Onso Raitt Roap.—We under- 
stand that Lieuts. Drayton. White, and Reed, three of 
the Engineers to be employed in the Survey of this 
Road, have arrived in this city. Captain Williams and 
Mr. Featherstonehaugh are daily expected, and on their 
arrival arrangements will be made with Gen. Hayne, 
Chairman of the Commissioners, who has returned to 
the city, for entering upon the surveys immediately, 
beginning at the Mountains.— Charleston Mercury. 








Surprinc aT NEw Yorx.—The Mercantile Adver- 
tiser of that city, gives the following enumeration made 
the beginning of the last week. 

Vessels on the north side of the city, from the Battery 
to 20th street—ships 22, brigs 17, schooners 89, sloops 
132, steamboats 40, towboats 20. 

Vessels on the eastern side of the city from the Dry 
Dock to the Battery—ships 131, brigs 174, schooners 
251, sloops 310, steamboats 28, towboats 27. 

Besides the above, there were from 16 to 18 vessels, 
large and small, on the stocks building. 
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ARMY. 


The following appointments in the Staff of the Army, 

have been made since the 1st January, 1836: 
ASSISTANT QUARTER MASTERS. 
First Lieut. E. B. Babbitt, 3d Infy. 10th March. 
First Lieut. J. P. Davis, 7th Infy. 10th March. 
AssIsTQANT COMMISSARIES OF SUBSISTENCE. 

2d Lieut. J. W. McCrabb, 4th Infantry, Sth January. 
2d Lieut.G. W. Turner, Ist Artillery, Ist ‘* 
2d Lieut. J. M. Hill, 2d Infantry, 20th * 
Ist Lieut. J. D. Searight, 6th <5 6th Feb. 
2a Lieut, S: Casey, 2d es ios. « 
2d Lieut. J. H. Simpson, 3d Artillery, 2d March. 
2d Lieut. B.S. Roberts, Dragoons, 19th Feb. 
2d Lieut. A. E. Shiras, 4th Artillery, 9th April. 
Ist Lieut. J. F. Kennedy, Ist Artillery, 18th Feb, 
Ist Lieut. C. S. Howe, 4th Infantry, 18th April. 
2d Lieut. W. K. Hanson, 7th * 18th ‘ 











April 13—Lieut. T. F. Drayton, 6th Infy., relieved from 
the operation of General Order No. 9, and continued on 
Topographical duty. 

April 14—Company I, 2d Arty., under the command of 
Bvt. Major N. Baden, ordered to join the garrison at Fort 
Mitchell. 





April 15—Lieut. G. H. Crosman, 6th Infy. A. Q. M. or- 
dered to New Orleans, to report to Bvt. Major I. Clark. 

Lieut. J. P. Davis, 7th Infy. A. Q. M. ordered to Fort 
Gibson, for duty with the squadron{of dragoons at that 
Post, 


RESIGNATIONS. 
2d Lieut. F. H. Smith, Ist Artillery, Ist May. 
2d Lieut. T. A. Morris, Ist Artillery, 13th April. 
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NAVY. 





The Erie, Commodore Renshaw, was at Buenos Ayres 
on the 17th Dec. The following is a list of her officers; 

JamEs RENsHAw, Esq. Commander of the Squadron, 

Lieutenants.— Henry Eagle, James H. Rowan, Alfred 
bls yon (acting,) and John R. Goldsborough, ( acting, 
and flag lieutenant.) , 

Fleet Surgeon—Charles Chase. Assistant Surgeon 
Ninian Pinkney. Purser—W. A. Bloodgood. Chaplain 
—Addison Searle. Acting Master—John R. Tucker. 

Jacob Zelin, Jr., Commanding Marine Officer. 

Mr. Torry, Professor of Mathematics, 

Midshipmen.—¥. Winslow, Geo. Wells, J. L. Worden, 
H. A. Wise, S. J. Shipley N. Barnes, Jr., E. T. Starr, 
Granger, acting. E. Crocker, Boatswain. W. 
Phillips, acting gunner, N.B. Peed, sailmaker. D. Mare 
ple, acting carpenter. 





List of officers ordered to the frigate United States, pre- 
paring at New York for the Mediterranean. 

Captain—Jess—E WILKINSON. 

Lieutenanis—Joseph Myers, John H. Smith, Z. F. John- 
ston, A. G. Gordon, H. H. Rhodes, H. Westcott, Wm. D. 
Porter, C. G. Hunter. 

Surgeon—G. R. B. Horner. 
S. Barrington, J. B. Elliot. Purser—Dudley Walker.— 
Chaplain—T. R. Lambert. Acting Master—Geo. Hurst. 

Passed Midshipmen—H. S. Stellwagen, D. F. Dulany, 

C. Thomas, F. E, Barry, W. J. H. Robertson, J. Hum- 
phreys. 
Midshiginen—W. Cesar, J.R. M. Mullany, M. Hunt, 
Jr., A. S. Whittier, W.H. Carnes, M. B. Woolsey, H. 
Tillotson, A. Cass, W. N. Callender, C. 8. Macdonough, 
G. H. Preble, J. D. Todd, 8. D. Vallette. 

Boatswain—Wnm. Hart. Gunner—Wm. Hunter. Cars 
penter—Richard Thomas. Sailmaker—Wnm. Ryan. 


Passed Ass’t. Surgeons— 


Purser A. McD. Jackson, ordered for duty to the Navy 
Yard, Gosport, Va. 

Passed Midshipman Geo. R. Gray, to the Navy Yard, 
Gosport. 

Passed Midshipman A. S. Worth has permission to re- 

ort to Commodore Warrington, as Assistant to Professor 

odriguez at the Mathematical School, Gosport. 

Assistant Surgeon H. 8. Rennolds, ordered to the Naval 
Hospital at Pensacola. 


The ship St. Louis was at Pensacola on the 2d inst. to 
sail in a day or two for VeraCruz, and would carry as pas 
senger the Hon. PowHattan EL is, our Minister to Mexi- 
co. 





— ——— 
DEATHS. 








At the Marine Barracks, Head Quarters, Washington, 
on the 8th inst., RICHARD BRINCKERHOFPF, aged 46, 
a private in the U. S. Marine Corps. 

At West Point, N. Y., on Sunday, 10th inst., of scarlet 
fever, Mary, eldest daughter of Z. J. D. Kinsiey, aged 
9 years and 1 month—the third of five children victims to 
this disease Within a fortnight. 


REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIERS AND PATRIOTS. 


In Boston, EPHRAIM THAYER, Esq., aged 87. 

In Cumberland county, N. C., Ist inst. in the 82d year of 
his ave, Mr. WILLIAM CARVER, Sr. a soldier of the 
Revolution. He was the last surviving signer of the Cum- 


berland association, which was formed early in 1775, in 
defence of the liberties of the people, of the then Colony 
of North Carolina. 

In Davidson county, N. C. recently, JOHN PLUM- 
MER, aged 75. 

In Rutherford county, N.C. recently, JOHN ELLISON, 
aged 70. 
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